
Power Point Presentation 1920s 
 

The Roaring Twenties saw the United States emerge as a modern country.  With the mass migration from country to city that took 
place during and before WWI and the widespread use of such modern conveniences as automobiles, telephones, and radios - 
Americans soon realized that they had entered a new era.   

It was a time of conservatism; it was a time of great social change. From the world of fashion to the world of politics, forces 
clashed to produce one of the most explosive decades of the century.  In music, the three sounds were jazz, jazz, and jazz. The Jazz 
Age came about with artist like Bessie Smith and Duke Ellington. It was the age of prohibition, it was the age of prosperity, and it 
was the age of downfall.  Essentially, the 1920’s were a period of tension between new and changing attitudes on the one 
hand and traditional values and nostalgia on the other.   

In studying the 1920s we will learn about Flappers, Prohibition, and the rapid progress made in transportation by automobiles. Our 
goal in this project is to capture how life was in the U.S during the 1920's - a time that is often referred to as the "Roaring 
Twenties" - a boisterous period characterized by rapidly changing lifestyles, financial excesses, and the fast pace of technological 
progress. 

Directions: 
You will create a Power Point Ignite presentation on one of the topics listed below.  Some of you will be working in trios, some in 
pairs, but every topic needs to be covered.  If you are working in a trio, the research is to be completed by all of you.  You can utilize 
drop.io.com to collaborate as groups.   
 
Once the research is complete (i.e. handwritten notes and/or printouts highlighted and otherwise marked up, the drop.io), and the three 
of you have collaborated as to what information to include, you are to split the duties.  Some of you are to work on the Ignite, while 
the other is to work on the notes handout for your classmates.  This is not to be completed in a vacuum.  You need constant 
communication throughout the process to ensure that the notes handout reflects the key points presented in the PPT. 
 

Ignite Presentations 
 

Format: 

 An Ignite Presentation is simply a Power Point with 20 slides, and 15 seconds per slide. 

 The template (with obligatory timings) is located on the class website. 

 Purpose: to not overload slide with text, to ensure presentation is more of a discussion (as opposed to reading off of the 
PPT), to hit key points of material (i.e. to force you to glean, explicate, expunge, extrapolate, and present NO FLUFF!!!) 

 Rules  - see Bullet 1!!!! 

 Oh ---and you are to craft a notes handout. 

 http://ignite.oreilly.com/  
 

Requirements for PPT Presentation: 

1. Title Slide (with all relevant information) and all relevant information about topic  

2. Both in-text citations and a Works Cited slide at end of presentation* 
3. Print out of presentation to be handed in upon presentation. 
4. Notes handout for class mates.  This is not a printout of your PPT.  A separate Word document (single page) that has key 

terms bolded (NO FILL IN – BOLD SIGNIFICANT TERMS), and focuses on the key points of your PPT. 
5. Flawless formatting 
6. Hand in notes taken during research and/or provide the address of your drop.io. 

 
Sources: 

1) Class website – a link I have created on my class website with invaluable links that I have previewed.   
2) www.Nettrekker.com    

Username: last name, first name INITIAL followed by the last two digits of the year you graduate 

              Example:  smithj10    (For John Smith who graduates in 2010) 

 Password:  student 

 Your group will create a “Drop”.  (drop.io.com).  All group coordination will be there. 

 

http://ignite.oreilly.com/
http://www.nettrekker.com/


 Topic Subtopics Comments 

1 

Women’s Changing Role in 
the 1920s 

  
And 

 
Daily Life of Common People 

Flappers, Changes in Employment (relating to 
women and African Americans), What happened 
when the soldiers returned home from WWI?, 
Margaret Sanger, race relations during decade 
(related to soldiers return from WWI) 
 
Development of Consumer Culture and Mass 
Culture, Henry Ford, impact of the automobile, 
new conveniences to make home life (and life 
for women) easier, buying on Margin/Credit 
(installment plan) 

These topics blend together at times.  For 
example, the “conveniences to make home life 
easier” also changed the lives of women, as did 
the ability to buy on credit. 
 
Remember,  the overall focus of the 
presentation is how life changes for all of these 
groups (i.e. women, African Americans, your 
average American) 
 
You can exceed the maximum number of slides. 

2 
Movies, Music, Entertainment 

 
 

Radio, Radio Act of 1927 
 
Silent Films (include images of silent movie 
stars)  (transition to “talkies”), Charlie Chaplin  
 
Jazz Age – Louis Armstrong/Duke 
Ellington/Bessie Smith, Cotton Club 

 
 
 

3 
Literature and Harlem 

Renaissance 

F. Scott Fitzgerald (The Great Gatsby), Ernest 
Hemingway (The Sun Also Rises), Sinclair 
Lewis (Babbit), The Lost Generation (this links 
with Hemingway and his novel The Sun Also 
Rises) 
 
 
Great Migration and Harlem Renaissance 
 
Langston Hughes, Marcus Garvey, Paul 
Robeson 

Summarize the Lost Generation and focus about 
1-2 slides per author. 
 
Summarize the Harlem Renaissance and focus 
1-2 slide per artist. 

4 Famous Trials and Scandals 

Tea Pot Dome Scandal – President Harding 
1923 
 
Leopold and Loeb Trial 
 
Scopes Monkey Trial 

Summarize the key points of each scandal/trial.  
Focus on key figures, causes, any clashes of 
ideas (Scopes), and outcomes of each 
scandal/trial. 

5 
Business World/Workplace in 

1920s 

  
Boston Police Strike of 1919 
 
Steel Mill Strike (1919-1920) 
 

 The Seattle strike of 1919 
 
CONCLUSION - Labor unrest (why, how 
much?)  

The term “labor unrest” refers to the existence 
of conflict (i.e. strikes, violence) between 
owners and their workers.  It should be the intro 
and conclusion of your presentation.  The intro 
should talk about the existence of it (how 
much?), and conclude by discussing the success 
(or lack thereof) of labor.  Don’t get bogged 
down with providing too many minute details.  
It will put the class to sleep.  Focus on the 
general existence of conflict, the major points of 
tension, major tactics and figures, etc. 

6 
Xenophobia in 1920s (Fear of 

the “other”) 

The New Ku Klux Klan,  
Eugenics 
 
Buck vs. Bell 
 
Immigration (amounts of and legislation – any 
immigration laws?) 
 
The 1st Red Scare, Communist Parties in US 

These topics go hand in hand because they 
represent the general fear that WASPs felt of 
the “other.”  This refers to African Americans, 
“less desirable” foreigners (hyphenated-
Americans), anarchists, socialists.  Keep that 
the overall focus of your presentation. 
With prior permission, you can exceed the rules 
of an Ignite presentation (by a little). 

7 Agriculture and Farming 

Trend towards factory farming – and 
implications then and today. 

Use plenty of images.  With prior permission, 
you can have less than the required slides for an 
Ignite Presentation. 

8 
Gangsters, Mobsters and 

Prohibition 

Prohibition / Speakeasies, The Mob, Al Capone, 
(Talk about why ethnic gangs were so popular 
with common folk.) 

With  prior permission, you can have less than 
the required slides for an Ignite Presentation. 

 



Power Point Presentation 1920s 
 
*In text citations within a Power Point presentation should use considerably smaller font and can be done in two ways. 

 
1. Inside a borderless textbox located on the side or at the bottom of the slide.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Parenthetically cited directly following the text (digitalhistory.uh.edu) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Citations for images should be small and in a borderless textbox, and located directly below (horizontally) or adjacent to the image 
(vertically). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3)    The Works Cited Page should be MLA format.  There is a guide to assist you. 
 
 

    Title of Slide  
 

 Line of Text 

 Line of Text 

 Line of Text 
 
 
 
Source: digitalhistory.uh.edu 

1) Size 8 font 
2) Stop at domain name 

(i.e. .edu,.com,gov, etc.) 

All info on 
slide from 
same source 

    Title of Slide  
 

 Line of Text (digitalhistory.uh.edu) 

 Line of Text (pop.greenwood.com) 

 Line of Text (digitalhistory.uh.edu) 
 
 
 
 

Info on slide 
from different 
sources. 

    Title of Slide  

 

 
digitalhistory.uh.edu 

    Title of Slide  
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