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1. Why does Hector feel that he must fight Achilles?   Why does he 
feel shame?  Whom does he not want to face unless he challenges 
Achilles alone? 
 
He had made a strategic mistake the day before and lost many 
men; he feels shame because he is alive and they are not.  He does 
not want to face their wives and families without standing up to 
Achilles. 
 
 
 
2.  What is Hector tempted to do? 
 
Hector is tempted first to go within the walls of the city; he is 
then tempted to give Helen back to the Greeks. 
 
 
 
3.  Why does Hector decide not to try to reason with Achilles?  
What does he believe would happen if he tried to do this? 
 
He does not think Achilles will respond well to a deal; he thinks 
Achilles will kill him, even if he is unarmed. 
 
 
 
4.  What does Hector do when he sees Achilles approaching?  What 
does Achilles do?  To what is this encounter compared? 
 
Hector begins to run and Achilles chases him.  This scene is 
compared to a hawk swooping down on a dove. 
 
 
5.  Why does Zeus feel grief for Hector?  What must the gods 
decide? 
 
He feels grief for Hector because Hector has always been good and 
loyal to hm.  The gods must decide whether to spare Hector or 
not. 



 
6.  How does Athena say the other gods will respond if Zeus spares 
Hector? 
 
She says that the other gods will stop respecting him. 
 
 
7.  What allowed Hector to flee from death for so long? 
 
Apollo was running with him and giving him speed. 
 
 
8.  What happens when Zeus takes out the sacred golden scales?  
What does Athena promise Achilles?  What must she persuade 
Hector to do? 
 
Zeus weighs the lives of Achilles and Hector; it is determined that 
Hector will die.  Athena promises Achilles she will help him fight 
Hector; she has to persuade Hector to fight him “face to face.” 
 
 
9.  How does Athena try to deceive Hector into fighting Achilles 
“face to face”? 
 
She disguises herself as Hector’s brother Deiphobus, so Hector thinks 
he has backup. 
 
 
10.  What does Hector swear? 
 
Hector swears that if he wins he will return Achilles body to the 
Greeks for proper burial. 
 
11.  Why won’t Achilles swear the same oath?  To what does he 
compare himself and Hector? 
 
He refuses to show Hector the mercy Hector is offering him; 
Achilles compares himself to a lion and says, “There are no pacts 
between men and lions.” 
 
 
 



12.  What happens when Achilles throws a spear Hector?  What does 
Athena do? 
 
Hector dodges the throw; Athena returns the spear to Achilles. 
 
 
13.  According Hector, what would Achilles’ death mean for the 
Trojans? 
 
He says it would mean that far fewer Trojans would die. 
 
 
14.  When does Hector realize that Athena has tricked him?  What 
is his attitude toward his inevitable death?  What does he do in his 
attempt to die with glory? 
 
He realizes Athena tricked him when he calls for his brother who is 
no longer there.  He says the gods will his death, but he will die 
fighting.  He charges at Achilles. 
 
 
15.  Whose armor is Hector wearing?  What vulnerability does 
Achilles detect? 
 
Hector is wearing Achilles’ armor that he stripped off the body of 
Patroclus.  Achilles knows the armor is vulnerable in the area of 
the throat. 
 
16.  What does Achilles say to taunt Hector? 
 
Achilles taunts him by saying that his body will be defiled and 
that he was a lesser man. 
 
17.  What does Hector fear might happen to his body after he is 
dead?  What last request does make of Achilles? 
 
He is afraid of Achilles threats to let his body be eaten by 
animals.  He makes a final attempt to plead for his body to be 
returned to the Trojans. 
 
 
 



18.  Is Achilles sympathetic to Hector’s request?  According to 
Achilles, what will happen to Hector’s body? 
No, Achilles is not sympathetic to Hector’s request.  Achilles says 
that the dogs and birds will eat Hector’s body. 
 
 
19.  Of what does Hector warn Achilles? 
 
Hector warns Achilles that he will be killed by Paris. 
 
20.  What attitude does Achilles express toward his own death? 
 
Achilles says he will meet his death willingly whenever the gods 
determine it is his time. 
 
21.  What do Achilles and his men do to Hector’s body? 
 
Achilles strips the armor from the body and then lets his men stab 
the body. 
 
 
22.  What does Achilles wonder about the Trojans?  What does he 
then remember about Patroclus?  What does he vow? 
 
Achilles wonders if the Trojans will surrender after Hector’s 
death.  He remembers then that Patroclus remains unburied and 
vows to remember Patroclus even in the underworld. 
 
 
23.  What “outrage” upon Hector’s dead body does Achilles 
commit?  
 
Achilles drags the body of Hector behind his chariot. 
 
 
 


