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POLICY                                            WARREN HILLS REGIONAL 
     

5536- RANDOM STUDENT SUBSTANCE TESTING 

 

The Board of Education recognizes that the problem of illegal substance abuse presents a continuing 
challenge in its schools and a clear danger to the student population as a whole. The district's commitment to 
maintaining extra-curricular, co-curricular activities and those holding school parking permits in a safe and secure 
environment requires a clear policy and supportive programs relating to the deterrence of substance use by 
students involved in any such activities. 

Participation in all extra-curricular and co-curricular activities and permitted parking on school property is a 
privilege. As a condition of allowing students this privilege, the Board requires them to be free from substances 
prohibited under this policy (see Definitions below). The district is committed to being proactive in ensuring 
the safety of all students to the fullest extent permitted by law. 

This policy shall apply to all Warren Hills Regional School District students in grades 9-12 who participate 
in any extra-curricular and/or co-curricular activities, or who hold a permit to park on school property. This 
policy shall also apply to all Warren Hills Regional School District students in grades 7-12 who voluntarily 
elect to participate in the program with parental consent. 

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:40A-22 et seq., the Board of Education directs the Superintendent to 
implement and conduct a program of random substance testing of High School students who participate in 
extra-curricular and/or co-curricular activities, and students granted parking privileges, and students in 
grades 7-12 who voluntarily elect to participate in the program with parental consent. Eligibility shall 
apply to the entire academic year. The Director of Athletics & Student Activities shall oversee the Policy and 
Procedure and report to the Superintendent of Schools. 

Design of the program shall be consistent with the Board of Education's objectives, which are as follows: 

• Promote safety; 

• Deter drug use, thereby countering peer pressure which may encourage indulgence; 
• Promote an orderly learning environment, and 
• Encourage and invite voluntary testing. 

Primary emphasis in administering this program shall be directed toward deterrence and remediation rather 
than punishment of students who test positive for prohibited substances. 
Sanctions and corrective action shall be designed accordingly. The policy and its 
implementing regulations shall be made available annually, at the beginning of the 
school year, to all school employees, students and parent(s) or legal guardian(s). This
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Policy is NOT intended to be disciplinary or punitive in nature. No student shall be expelled or 
suspended from school as a sole result of any verified positive test conducted by the school under the 
Random Substance Testing Program. 

Definitions: 

Substance shall mean alcoholic beverages, controlled dangerous substances as defined in section 
2 of P.L. 1970, c 266 (C:24:21-2), anabolic steroids or any chemical or chemical compound which 
releases vapors or fumes causing a condition of intoxication, inebriation, excitement, stupefaction or 
dulling of the brain or nervous system including, but not limited to, glue containing a solvent 
having the property of releasing toxic vapors or fumes as defined in section 1 of P.L. 1965, c41 
(C.2A:170-25.9), over-the-counter and prescription medications which are improperly used 
(see N.J.A.C. 6A:16-4.1(a).4; any other substance which is defined as a controlled substance by 
New Jersey law. 

Medications — All prescription medications, to be taken during school hours must be properly 
registered with the school nurse. 

Extra-curricular and co-curricular Activities — Any voluntary activity not required by the Board 
of Education for school credit and for which no official credit and grade is earned, including, but 
not limited to intramural and interscholastic athletics, clubs, field trips, choirs, bands, ensembles and 
the like. 

Non-Negative - A drug screen that indicates the presence of metabolites and needs to be sent to 
the laboratory for confirmatory testing. 

Confirmed Positive — A positive result from confirmatory testing at the laboratory. 

PROCEDURES  

Testing Coordinator 

• Director of Athletics and Student Activities will coordinate and supervise the 
Random Substance Testing Program for students. 

Eligibility for Testing 

• All students who participate in any extra-curricular, co-curricular activities 
have been granted parking privileges for on-campus parking, and students 
who elect to participate in the Random Substance Testing Program (Program) 
with parental consent will be eligible for the random drug testing pool 
(Testing Pool). 

• The Consent to Test Form must be submitted to the school district through the 
student information system for the program or activity. 

• Student athletes must submit Consent to Test Forms before the first day they 
participate in practice. Failure to do so will result in ineligibility for athletic 
participation until the form is submitted. The Director of Athletics & Student 
Activities will oversee the eligibility status of student athletes. 
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• Students involved in non-athletic extra-curricular and co-curricular activities or 
school clubs must submit the Consent to Test Form no later than their 
attendance at a second meeting of the club or activity. Failure to do so will result 
in ineligibility for participation in the club or activity. 

 
• Students who are granted parking privileges for on-campus parking must 

submit the Consent to Test Form with all other documentation required to receive 
a parking permit. Failure to do so will result in ineligibility for parking on 
campus. 

• Students who volunteer to participate in the Testing Program shall be allowed 
to enter the Testing Pool at any time once they submit Consent to Test Form. 

• Students remain eligible for random drug testing from the date the Consent to 
Test Form is turned in through an entire period of enrollment in the specific 
activity, and are subject to testing at any time, whether or not they have been 
previously tested or are currently participating in the activities at the time they 
might be randomly selected for a drug test. In the event that a student eligible 
for random testing ceases to participate or withdraws from all extra-curricular, 
co-curricular activities, or student parking, lie or she has the opportunity to 
submit to the Director of Athletics & Student Activities an Activity Drop Form. 
This Activity Drop Form shall remain in effect for the school year (inclusive of 
summer practices), with a built-in fifteen (15) day grace period for 
reconsideration. In order for a student's withdrawal to be effective and thereby 
remove him or her from the Testing Pool, the Activity Drop Form must be 
signed by both the student and a parent/guardian. 

• Students who volunteer to be a part of the Testing Pool may opt out of the 
program by submitting a drop form signed by the student and parent(s)/guardian 
(s). 

• The district will test approximately 10% of the total number of students in the 
Testing Pool annually. 

Testing Procedures 
 

§ All costs of testing shall be paid by the Board. 
§ A confidential testing schedule will be created by the administration prior to the 

initiation of the program to ensure that the testing of eligible students is 
conducted in a manner that is random. 

§ Testing will only occur on student contact days during the academic year. 

§ Selection of eligible students for testing will be conducted in a random basis, 
which will be carried out as follows: 

§ The students eligible for testing will be assigned random identification numbers 
in order to maintain confidentiality and to ensure the integrity of the randomness 
of the testing program. 



 

4 

§ Periodically, the testing company will arrange for the random selection of ID 
tags assigned to member of the Testing Pool. 

 
§ The Student Assistant Coordinator will notify security personnel of the 

selected participants. 
 

§ Security personnel will escort selected participants to the official testing site in 
the Nurses Office. 

 
§ The Testing Site will have a secured bathroom that will maximize the privacy 

of the participant and ensure the integrity of the sample collection 
process. Water sources shall be turned off and toilet water will be blued to 
prevent adulteration of test specimens. 

 
§ In the event of a student absence, an alternate selection will be made from the 

Testing Pool. 
 

§ The name and/or any other personally identifiable information of the Participant 
will remain confidential. 

 
§ Any student selected for testing will, upon the completion of the test, be returned 

to the Testing Pool and be eligible for future selection pursuant to the above-
referenced testing procedures. 

Collection of Samples 

§ All aspects of the Program, including the taking of specimens, will be conducted 
so as to safeguard any and all personal and/or privacy right of the Participants to 
the maximum extent possible. The Policy treats a participant's test results as a 
confidential health record pursuant to both federal and state regulations, 42 
C.F.R., 2.1 and 2.2; N.J.A.C. 6A: 16-1.5. As such, any information obtained by 
the Program which would identify the Participant as a drug/alcohol user may be 
disclosed only for those purposes and under those conditions permitted by 
federal regulations in accordance with 42 C.F.R. — Part II. 
 

§ No testing record of any Participant will be used to initiate or substantiate any 
criminal charges against a Participant or to conduct any investigation of him or 
her, and the district shall not share Participant's individual test results with law 
enforcement authorities. 
 

§ Any information transmitted to an approved outside agency for testing or 
processing will not contain any personally identifiable information of the 
Participant. The approved outside agency will send a technician to collect the 
specimens in accordance with federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) standards. 
 

§ In administering the Program, the district will test for the presence of certain 
substances that may include, but are not limited to the following substances or 
their metabolites: alcohol, amphetamines, barbiturates, benzodiazepines, 
cocaine, marijuana, MDMA (a/lc/a Ecstasy) methadone, methamphetamines, 
opiates, oxycodone, PCP, anabolic steroids, tricyclic antidepressants, and/or any 
other substance defined as a "controlled substance" by either New Jersey or 
Federal law. 
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§ The Participant shall submit a urine screen according to the Consent to Test 

Form. 
 

§ The Participant shall complete a specimen control form that bears the assigned 
identification number. Only designated school personnel shall know the 
assigned number for each participant. 
 

§ Any attempt by a Participant to tamper with the specimen collection process 
will deem and constitute the specimen as positive. 
 

§ Refusal of a Participant to provide a sample will be interpreted as a positive 
result. 
 

§ All efforts will be made to minimize the instructional impact of testing and to 
maintain the confidentiality and privacy rights of Participants. All urine testing 
will be conducted in a closed-door restroom without direct observation by adult 
monitors. 

Notification of Testing and Testing Results 

• Each student participant will receive a copy of the chain of custody upon 
completion of the testing that will be provided to the participant's parent 
(s)/guardian(s) after each test. 

• Participants' tests results will be kept in confidential files separate and apart 
from his or her other educational records, and shall be disclosed only to those 
personnel who have a need to be informed (Principal, Assistant Principal, and 
Superintendent) regarding the result of the test in order to implement or oversee 
implementation of the Program or the consequences of violating the policy. 
Student drug testing information resulting from the Program will not be turned 
over to any law enforcement authorities except under circumstances in which the 
district is legally compelled to surrender or disclose such test results. N.J.A.C. 
6A:16-3.2. 

• The district respects the privacy of its students and shall maintain confidentiality 
regarding any alcohol/drug testing for this Program. The district will only 
release results to parent(s) or guardian(s) of the student, the SAC (Student 
Assistance Counselor), and district medical personnel. All records and 
subsequent actions shall be kept in a file separate from the student's regular file. 
The district personnel will not release records of drug/alcohol tests or any 
resulting action to anyone other than the student and/or his/her parent/guardian 
without the written authorization from the student and/or his/her parent/guardian in 
accordance with 42. C.F.R. — Part IL 

Consequences of a Confirmed Positive 

• Consequences will result from the following: 
• A confirmed positive substance test; 
• Refusal to participate in testing when selected, and/or; 
• Tampering with the specimen collection process. 

 
• Students will be ineligible for participation in any extra-curricular, co-curricular 

activities, or school clubs, or parking on campus unless they complete the 
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Random Substance Testing Program: Consent to Test Form. 

• The Director of Athletics & Student Activities or designee will contact the 
parent(s) or guardian(s) to remove the student from school and make 
arrangements for the mandatory medical examination, at the cost of the 
parent(s)/guardian(s), pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:40A-12 and N.J.A.C. 6A:16-
4.3. 

• The Participant will be removed from any extra-curricular, co-curricular 
activities or schools clubs as well as have his/her parking privileges revoked 
for 5 school days.  Timing of revocation of privileges in this policy may be 
adjusted by the administration in extenuating circumstances. 

• The Participant shall meet with the Student Assistance Counselor (SAC) one 
time immediately following the confirmed positive test and one time after the 
student has gone for treatment and returned to school. 

• The Participant shall attend and complete an Early Intervention Program at an 
agency approved by the Department of Health and Senior Services as an 
appropriate substance abuse treatment center. The Participant must enter an 
approved program within one (1) week of the receipt of the confirmed positive 
test result. The parent(s)/guardian(s) are responsible for the cost of the treatment 
program. 

• In accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:40A-12 and N.J.A.C. 6A:16-4.3, the 
Participant must be evaluated by a physician before returning to school and a 
written report must be furnished to the school district certifying that substance 
use no longer interferes with the student's mental or physical ability to 
participate in school. 

• The parent(s)/guardian(s) are responsible for the cost of the physician's 
evaluation. 

• The Participant must submit a negative drug test, prior to returning to any extra-
curricular, co-curricular activities or school clubs as well as before having his or 
her parking privilege reinstated. The parent(s)/guardian(s) are responsible for 
the cost of the drug test.  

• If the Participant submits a confirmed positive drug test a second time, the 
Participant will forfeit the privilege of participation in any extra-curricular, co-
curricular activities, or school clubs as well as having his/her parking privilege 
revoked for a minimum period of ten (10) school days.  Timing of revocation 
of privileges in this policy may be adjusted by the administration in extenuating 
circumstances. 

• A Participant who submits a confirmed positive drug test a second time must 
participate in a substance abuse evaluation and follow any recommendations 
made by the evaluator. This evaluation must be performed by a substance abuse 
professional approved by the Department of Health and Senior Services or 
Department of Education as an appropriate substance abuse treatment provider. 
The parent(s)/guardian(s) are responsible for the cost of the evaluation. 
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• A Participant who submits a confirmed positive drug test a third time must 
participate in a substance abuse evaluation and follow any recommendations 
made by the evaluator. This evaluation must be performed by a substance abuse 
professional approved by the Department of Health and Senior Services or 
Department of Education as an appropriate substance abuse treatment provider. 
The parent/guardian is responsible for the costs of such evaluation. The 
Participant will forfeit the privilege of participation in any extra-curricular, co-
curricular activities, or school clubs as well as have his/her parking privileges 
revoked for a minimum period of twenty (20) school days.  Timing of 
revocation of privileges in this policy may be adjusted by the administration in 
extenuating circumstances. 

• Failure to follow through on procedures as set forth herein will result in 
Participant being deemed ineligible for any athletics, co-curricular activities or 
school clubs, or parking on school property. 

Appeal Process 

 
A student or his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) may request, in person or in writing to the Superintendent, a 
retest of the student's specimen at their own expense at a laboratory approved by the State of New Jersey. 
Requests must be made within twenty-four (24) hours of receiving the results of their drug test. The specimen 
previously submitted will be forwarded to the approved lab in cooperation with the District-approved 
outside agency responsible for confirming the testing. 
 
 

Date Adopted: 
 
 

Legal References:  

N.J.S.A. 2A:62A-4 - Reports by educational personnel on dependency upon or illegal use of 
controlled dangerous substances or use of intoxicating vapor releasing chemicals; immunity from 
liability              

N.J.S.A. 2A:170-25.9 – Controlled substances 

N.J.S.A. 2C:29-3a – Hindering apprehension or prosecution 

N.J.S.A. 2C:33-15 – Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverage by person under legal age, penalty 

N.J.S.A. 2C:33-16 – Alcoholic beverages; bringing or possession on school property by person of legal 
age, penalty 

N.J.S.A. 2C:33-19 – Paging devices, possession by students 

N.J.S.A. 2C:35-1et seq. - New Jersey Comprehensive Drug Reform Act of 1987 

See particularly: 

N.J.S.A. 2C:35-2, 7,-10  -  Dangerous substances 
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N.J.S.A. 2C:35-10.4  -  Definitions 

N.J.S.A. 9:6-1 et seq. – Abuse abandonment, cruelty, and neglect of child; what constitutes Random Student 
Substance Testing 

N.J.S.A. 9:17A-4 – Consent by minor to medical care or treatment, venereal disease, sexual assault or drug 
use or dependency; notice and report of treatment; confidential 

N.J.S.A. 23:21-2 -  Controlled substances 

N.J.S.A. 18A:25-2  -  Authority over pupils 

N.J.S.A. 18A:36-19.2  - Student locker or other storage facility; inspections; notice to students 

N.J.S.A. 18A:37-1  -  Submission of pupils to authority 

N.J.S.A. 18A:37-2  -  Causes for suspension or expulsion of students 

N.J.S.A. 18A-38-25 – Attendance required of children between six and sixteen, exceptions 

N.J.S.A. 18A-38-31 -  Violation of article by parents or guardian, penalties 

N.J.S.A. 18A:40A-1 et seq. – Substance abuse 


