
English II Booklist 

Summer 2008 

   Steve Almond Ð Candyfreak:  A Journey Through the Chocolate Underbelly of America 

      Jennifer Armstrong - What A Song Can Do:  12 Riffs on The Power of Music 

Lance Armstrong Ð ItÕs Not About the Bike:  My Journey Back to Life 

H.G. Bissinger Ð a Town, a Team, and a Dream 

Bill Bryson Ð A Walk in the Woods 

   Stephen Chbosky Ð The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
 
Pat Conroy Ð The Great Santini 

Pat Conroy Ð The Prince of Tides 

Sarah Dessen Ð Dreamland 
 
Chitra Banejee Divakuruni Ð Arranged Marriage 

Neil Gaiman Ð Neverwhere 

John Grisham Ð A Painted House  
 
Mark Haddon Ð The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 
 
John Irving Ð A Prayer For Owen Meany 

Jamaica Kincaid - Lucy 

David Klass Ð You DonÕt Know Me  
 
John Krakauer Ð Into the Wild 
 
Jhumpa Lahiri Ð Interpreter of Maladies 

  

   

Can., MacCollough Ð Stealing Henry 



Yahn Martel Ð The Life of Pi: A Novel 
 
Frank McCourt Ð Teacher Man 
Kit Reed Ð Thinner Than Thou 
 
Mary Roach Ð Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers 
 
Art Spiegelman Ð Maus 

Kurt Vonnegut Ð CatÕs Cradle 

Tobias Wolff Ð This BoyÕs Life 

Richard Wright Ð Native Son 

Anonymous Ð Go Ask Alice 

David Rice - Crazy Loco:  Stories 

 

 
 



Summer Reading Assessment Choices 
for students entering 10th grade 

 
Directions: After you have read your book, choose one of the assessments below.  Consult 
the rubrics following this list to determine the specific expectations (length of assignment, 
etc.) that you are to meet. Each rubric below is labeled with the number of the assignment(s) 
to which it corresponds. For example, if you choose assignment number 3, look for the 
rubric labeled, "Assignment #3."  
 

1. Write a letter to the main character of the book. Write the letter he or she sends 
back. Letters should be at least two pages each and cover issues discussed in the 
book.  

 
2. Make a collage representing some event or part of your book. The bigger, the better! 

Be careful with this one--your collage should be as detailed as possible and truly 
reflect the spirit of the novel.  You must also write a one-to-two-page explanation of 
the images that you used and why you used them. 

 
3. Plan a party for the characters in the book you read. In order to do this, complete 

each of the following tasks: (a) Design an invitation to the party that would appeal to 
all of the characters. (b) Imagine that you are five of the characters in the book and 
tell what each would wear to the party. (c) Tell what food you would serve and why. 
(d) Tell what games or entertainment you will provide and why your choices are 
appropriate. (e) Tell how three of the characters will act at the party. (f) What kind of 
a party is this? (birthday, housewarming, un-birthday, anniversary, etc.) 

 
4. You are a prosecuting attorney putting one of the characters from the book you read 

on trial for a crime or misdeed. Prepare your case on paper, giving all your 
arguments. 

 
5. Write the copy for a newspaper front page that is devoted entirely to the book you 

read. The front page should look as much like a real newspaper page as possible. The 
articles on the front page should be based on events and characters in the book. 

 
6. After reading a non-fiction book, become a teacher. Prepare a lesson that will teach 

something you learned from the book. It could be a "how-to" lesson or one on 
content. Plan carefully to present all necessary information in a logical order. You 
don't want to confuse your students! Present your lesson to your students. How did 
you do? If you taught a "how-to" lesson, look at the final product to see if your 
instructions to the class were clear. If your lesson introduced something new, you 
might give a short quiz to see how well you taught the lesson. 

 
7. Create a diary as if you were the main character of the novel. You should have at 

least three entries (one covering an issue or event from the beginning of the novel, 
one for the middle, and one for the end) of at least a page each. 

 
8. Nominate characters you have read about for awards that reveal something about 

their characters. Let your creative juices flow as you create awards that will show us 



something about the characters in your novel. List the character (and the novel he or 
she is in and its author) and award he or she is to receive. Then use a quote from the 
novel to tell us why you would present the character with that particular award. You 
can even create certificates or descriptions of prizes to go along with awards!! 
EXAMPLE: John Barron Nose Sprayer Extraordinare in The Haymeadow by Gary 
Paulsen "The board hit him across the back of his shoulders like a sledgehammer. 
He saw something, a spray, out of his nostrils, saw it spray from the wind leaving his 
lungs because of the force of the board, saw it as he went down and thought, funny, 
funny how that sprayed and I didn't even know it was coming. Funny . . All fuzzy 
and funny how that happened and he was on his knees and then on his face and all 
the time he thought how funny and fuzzy it was, the spray." 

 
9. If your main character is an adult, try to figure out what he or she would have been 

like as a child. Write the story of his or her childhood in such a way that shows why 
he or she is the way he or she is in the novel. 

 
10. Select several characters and design a home page for each of them, picking out 

appropriate backgrounds and pictures and then creating information that would tell a 
viewer about your character. Also, create links to at least five different sites that you 
think your character would be interested in. Then write up and post on the page an 
explanation of how you made the decisions you did and what you believe this tells us 
about the character. 

 
11. Select five current news or feature stories from TV or news magazines that you think 

your character would be interested in. Then explain how your character would 
respond to each of the stories and the opinions your character would have about 
what was happening in the story. Each explanation must be at least a half of a page. 

 
 
 



 
Summer Reading  

Students entering 10th grade 
Rubr ic for assignments 1,4,5,6,7, 9, or 11  

 
 

Explanation:  If you have chosen one of the options listed above you will be 
graded using the rubric on the opposite side of this page.  Make sure you 
become familiar with your assignment and fulfill the requirements listed 
using the appropriate format. 
 
Due Date: This assignment should be completed over the summer and will 
be due the first week of school next year.   
 
Questions: If you have any questions over the summer please contact the 
English Department.   



 
Summer 
Reading Ð  
English II  

 
25-24 

 
23-22 

 
21-17 

 
16-0 

Examples and 
Understanding 
of Text 
 

Demonstrates 
an exceptional 
understanding 
of the text and 
accurately uses 
ample specific 
examples to 
illustrate ideas. 

Demonstrates 
an acceptable 
understanding 
of the text and 
accurately uses 
some specific 
examples to 
illustrate ideas. 

Demonstrates a 
limited 
understanding 
of the text.  The 
author does not 
accurately use 
sufficient 
examples to 
back up ideas. 

Does not 
demonstrate a 
clear 
understanding 
of the text.  
Specific 
examples are 
not present or 
not accurate. 

Writing Style 
and Originality  
 

Demonstrates a 
strong 
understanding 
of tone, intent, 
voice, etc.  The 
work shows a 
strong sense of 
originality.   

Demonstrates 
an acceptable 
understanding 
of tone, intent, 
voice, etc.  The 
work shows an 
acceptable 
sense of 
originality.  

Demonstrates a 
limited 
understanding 
of tone, intent, 
voice, etc.  The 
work shows a 
limited sense of 
originality. 

Demonstrates 
an unacceptable 
understanding 
of tone, intent, 
voice, etc.  The 
work shows an 
unacceptable 
sense of 
originality.  

Format and 
Requirements 
 

Consistently 
uses the 
appropriate 
format and 
follows all 
directions for 
the assignment.   

Mostly uses the 
appropriate 
format for the 
assignment and 
follows most 
directions for 
the assignment. 

Sometimes uses 
the appropriate 
format for the 
assignment and 
follows some of 
the directions 
for the 
assignment. 

Seldom if ever 
uses the 
appropriate 
format for the 
assignment and 
does not follow 
the directions 
for the 
assignment. 

Mechanics & 
Grammar 
 

The assignment 
is 
grammatically 
and 
mechanically 
sound.  There 
are few minor 
errors and no 
major errors. 

The assignment 
is 
grammatically 
and 
mechanically 
acceptable.  
There are a few 
major errors 
and some minor 
errors. 

The assignment 
contains major 
errors that on 
occasion make 
it difficult to 
discern the 
authorÕs 
meaning. 

The assignment 
contains many 
errors.  The 
grammatical 
and mechanical 
errors make the 
assignment 
difficult to 
understand. 

 



Pre -AP English II  
Summer Reading Assignments  

 
 

!  ASSIGNED TEXTS:   
o Pre-AP English II students will read both of the texts listed below.  While 

purchasing the texts is not mandatory, it is encouraged. 
!  J.D. SalingerÕs Catcher in the Rye 
!  John SteinbeckÕs Of Mice and Men 

!  PART I:  DOUBLE-ENTRY JOURNALS 
o Read and take notes on both texts using double-entry journals (DEJs).  The DEJs may be 

typed or handwritten, though typed is preferred.  Divide your paper into two columns.  
Label the first column TEXT and second column ENTRY.  The first will include quotes 
or paraphrases; cite pages.  Each entry is worth 4 points; assignment is worth 60 points. 

Text Entry 
!  quotation or paraphrase, page 
 

!  comment, response, reaction 
!  question, prediction 
!  historical parallel 
!  connection, allusion 
!  sketch, illustration 

 
o Catcher in the Rye DEJ:  minimum of 10 entries; minimum of 1/2 page each 
o Of Mice and Men DEJ:  minimum of 5 entries; minimum of 1/2 page each 

!  PART II:  T HESIS-DRIVEN ESSAY:  Select one of the following three options and write a 
persuasive essay; indicate which of the options you select at the top of your essay 

o Option A:  Select one of the following quotations and assess its validity in light 
of both pieces of literature. 

!  ÒTrials, temptations, disappointmentsÑ all these help instead of hinder, if 
one uses them rightly.  They not only test the fiber of a character, but 
strengthen it.  Every conquered temptation represents a new fund of 
moral energy.  Every trial endured and weathered in the right spirit 
makes a soul nobler and stronger than it was before.Ó  --James Buckham 

!  ÒAll men that are ruined, are ruined on the side of their natural 
propensities.Ó  --Edmund Burke 

!  ÒLiterature is the question minus the answer.Ó  --Roland Barthes 
o Option B:  The notion of responsibility can include responsibility for others as 

well as for oneÕs own actions.  Craft an argument about the degree to which a 
main character from each novel is responsible for the outcome. 

o Option C:  ÒDiscrimination plays a key role in the failure of characters in these 
works to integrate into society.Ó  Assess the validity of the statement.  

 
o Additional essay criteria: 

!  minimum 3 pages; shall not exceed 4 pages 
!  12 point, Times New Roman, double-spaced 
!  Free from mechanical or grammatical errors 
!  Words and ideas that are not your own are cited parenthetically; e.g., 

(Steinbeck 52) indicates that the words or ideas are from Steinbeck, p. 52 
!  List of Works Cited is included in MLA format 

o Rubric:  refer to attached rubric for specific grading criteria 
!  Assignments will appear on first marking period grades 



!  QUESTIONS? 
o Address questions to Mrs. Bell:  bells@warrenhills.org or 908.689.3050, ext. 

3010 
!  SUBMISSION: 

o Date due:  emailed, postmarked, or delivered no later than Thursday, August 21, 
2008 

!  Assignments sent after August 21, 2007 will lose ten percentage points 
of the original total value of the paper each day, excluding weekends 

o Submission options: 
!  by mail, in a 9x12 envelope: 

• Attention:  Mrs. S. Bell 
Department of Language Arts 
Warren Hills Regional High School 
41 Jackson Valley Road 
Washington, NJ  07882 

!  by email: 
• name the file as follows: 

o lastnamefirstinitial.doc (in Word) 
o lastnamefirstinitial.cwk (in Appleworks) 

!  example:  doej.doc 
• The ÒsubjectÓ field of the email must read: 

o lastnamefirstinitial.Pre_AP_EnglII 
!  example:  doej_Pre_AP_EnglII 

• address email to:  bells@warrenhills.org 
!  by delivery:  place in box marked PRE-AP English II SUMMER 

ASSIGNMENTS in the Main Office of the High School 
• Place all elements in 9x12 envelope, addressed to: 

Attention:  Mrs. S. Bell 
Department of Language Arts 
Warren Hills Regional High School 
41 Jackson Valley Road 
Washington, NJ  07882 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre -AP English II     NAME:  _________________ 
Summer Reading: RUBRIC  
 

Summer 
Assignment Ð  Pre-
AP English II  

 
25-24 

 
23-22 

 
21-17 

 
16-0 

Development of 
issue/argument 

Strong, clearly 
developed thesis; 
analytical; 
thoroughly 
develops 
issue/argument 
in respect to 
prompt and both 
texts. 
 

Consistent, 
developed thesis; 
develops 
issue/argument 
in respect to 
prompt and both 
texts. 

Partially 
developed thesis; 
uneven 
development of 
issue/argument 
in respect to 
prompt and both 
texts. 

Limited, confused, 
or poorly developed 
thesis; 
limited 
understanding of 
the question. 

Examples and 
Understanding of 
Text 
 

Demonstrates an 
exceptional 
understanding of 
the texts and 
accurately uses 
ample specific 
examples to 
illustrate ideas. 

Demonstrates an 
acceptable 
understanding of 
the texts and 
accurately uses 
some specific 
examples to 
illustrate ideas. 

Demonstrates a 
limited 
understanding of 
the texts.  The 
author does not 
accurately use 
sufficient 
examples to back 
up ideas. 

Does not 
demonstrate a clear 
understanding of 
the texts.  Specific 
examples are not 
present or not 
accurate. 

Writing Style and 
Originality  
 

Demonstrates a 
strong 
understanding of 
tone, intent, 
voice, etc.  The 
work shows a 
strong sense of 
originality.   

Demonstrates an 
acceptable 
understanding of 
tone, intent, 
voice, etc.  The 
work shows an 
acceptable sense 
of originality.  

Demonstrates a 
limited 
understanding of 
tone, intent, 
voice, etc.  The 
work shows a 
limited sense of 
originality. 

Demonstrates an 
unacceptable 
understanding of 
tone, intent, voice, 
etc.  The work 
shows an 
unacceptable sense 
of originality.  

Mechanics and 
Grammar; Format 
and Requirements 
 

The assignment 
is grammatically 
and mechanically 
sound.  There are 
few minor errors 
and no major 
errors. 
Consistently uses 
the appropriate 
format; advanced 
understanding of 
the requirements 
of the 
assignment. 
 

The assignment 
is grammatically 
and mechanically 
acceptable.  
There are a few 
major errors and 
some minor 
errors. 
Mostly uses the 
appropriate 
format for the 
assignment; 
acceptable 
understanding of 
the requirements 
of the 
assignment. 

The assignment 
contains major 
errors that on 
occasion make it 
difficult to 
discern the 
authorÕs 
meaning. 
Sometimes uses 
the appropriate 
format for the 
assignment; 
limited 
understanding of 
the requirements 
of the 
assignment. 

The assignment 
contains many 
errors.  The 
grammatical and 
mechanical errors 
make the 
assignment difficult 
to understand. 
Seldom if ever uses 
the appropriate 
format for the 
assignment; poor 
understanding of 
the requirements of 
the assignment. 


