
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY 
2008 Summer Reading Assignments 

          revised:  5/23/2008 
 
! PURPOSES:   

¥ Read more, read widely; practice critical reading and thinking skills; consider ways the past continues to shape 
the present; practice persuasive writing skills; make connections between the past and the present; identify and 
communicate the significance of historical patterns 

 
! SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:  

¥ Date due:  emailed, postmarked, or delivered no later than Monday, August 18, 2008 
o assignments sent after this date will lose ten percentage points of the original total value of the paper 

each day, excluding weekends 
¥ Submission options: 

o by email: 
"  name and attach the file as follows: 

¥ lastnamefirstinitial.doc (in Word) 
¥ lastnamefirstinitial.cwk (in Appleworks) 

o example:  doej.cwk 
"  ÒsubjectÓ field of the email must read: 

¥ lastnamefirstinitial_AP_USII 
o example:  doej_AP_USII 

"  address email to:  oneillj@warrenhills.org 
o by mail, in a 9x12 envelope: 

Attention:  J. OÕNeill, AP US II 
Department of Social Studies 
Warren Hills Regional High School 
41 Jackson Valley Road 
Washington, NJ  07882 

o by speedy delivery:  place in box marked AP US II SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS in the Main Office 
of the High School 

 
! QUESTIONS:   

¥ Contact J. OÕNeill at oneillj@warrenhills.org 
 
! ASSIGNMENTS: 

¥ Pick up a copy of the book.  Purchasing your own copy is highly recommended.  You must bring the book 
with you to class.  We will be reading about two-thirds of the book over the summer and the remainder 
during the year. 

Stone, Geoffrey R.  Perilous Times:  Free Speech in Wartime from the Sedition Act of 1798 to  
the War on Terrorism.  New York:  Norton, 2004. 

o During the summer:  READ chapters 1-4.  Take notes.  (Be prepared to hand these in.)  Complete 
ONE of the TWO options listed below.  Come ready to discuss the material. 

o Here are some additional sources that may be helpful for either assignment option listed below: 
"  Exploring Constitutional Law:  

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/conlaw/home.html (scroll down to ÒFirst 
Amendment Materials) 

"  Oyez:  US Supreme Court Media:  www.oyez.org (Choose Browse Cases Òby issueÓ; select 
ÒFirst AmendmentÓ; select a subissue that is of interest to you.  You can also SEARCH 
cases, for example.  Type in a name, like Schenck.) 

"  US Supreme Court Center:  http://supreme.justia.com/ 
"  Find Law: http://www.findlaw.com/CaseCode/supreme.html 
"  Supreme Court of the United States: http://www.supremecourtus.gov  
"  First Amendment Center: http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/faclibrary/index.aspx  
"  MLA info: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/  

¥ OPTION I:  Film as Text 
o ÒRead,Ó analyze, and craft an argument about a World War II propaganda film in light of StoneÕs 

discussion of WWII specifically and, more broadly, his discussion of free speech in a democratic 



society.  Incorporate your critical thinking on these matters.  Provide textual evidence from BOTH the 
film you select AND StoneÕs book.  HereÕs the prompt: 

"  What’s the relationship between war, free speech, censorship, and propaganda?  What are 

the consequences of war on a democratic society?  What’s the appropriate balance between 

freedom and security?  How should claims of national security be balanced with claims of 

civil liberties?  (You may deal with some of these questions more than others.) 

o Length and format:  3-5 pages, Times New Roman, 12 pt, double-spaced; MLA format 
o Film Choice A:  View the episode of Why We Fight called ÒPrelude to War.Ó (Netflix lists this film as 

Frank Capra’s WWII:  Why We Fight:  American Propaganda Films of WWII; ÒPrelude to WarÓ is on 
the first disc in the series of four discs.)  (Note:  There is a 2005 film called Why We Fight; thatÕs 
NOT what you want.)   

"  Description from Netflix:  ÒFilmmaker Frank Capra was a masterful storyteller, able to 
weave a story and tug at the heartstrings effortlessly. It's no wonder, then, that the U.S. 
Armed Forces turned to him when it wanted to make propaganda movies during wartime. 
This collection gathers Capra's artfully crafted Why We Fight series, which tells the story of 
combat from a decidedly American viewpoint -- from the catalyst of battles to the hard-won 
victories.Ó 

o Film Choice B:  View Cartoon Crazys Goes to War (1940s) 
"  Description from Netflix:  ÒDuring World War II, the U.S. government commissioned the 

best cartoon makers in Hollywood to create informative shorts to aid the war effort, which 
were often used as propaganda and were rarely seen by the general public This video 
contains several animated gems from the era, including "Bugs Bunny Bond Rally," "Daffy 
the Commander," "Falling Hare," "Scrap Happy Daffy," "Hell-Bent for Election," 
"Snafuperman," "Booby Traps" and "Spies."Ó 

o Film Choice C:  Not happy with either of the above?  Check out an annotated bibliography of 
propaganda films:  http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/propaganda.html#allied.   

"  Be sure to consult with OÕNeill via email prior to your selection. 
o Meticulously cite all sources.  See rubric for grading criteria. 

 
¥ OPTION II:  Spectrum Project  

o Objectives 
"  Infer opinions of historical figures through research and analysis of primary and secondary 

sources 
"  Craft well-reasoned, well-supported arguments based on primary and secondary sources of 

information 
"  Demonstrate relationships between individuals and/or cases 

o Sources:  The bulk of your information should come from StoneÕs Perilous Times.  Locate, analyze, 
assess, and use at least three primary sources.  These must be from a published sourceÑ for example, 
a book, or one of the libraryÕs databases.  Web sources are limited to those identified above. 

o Product 
"  Choice A:  Identify two individuals discussed by Stone who demonstrate opposing 

perspectives on an issue related to the first amendment (some possible individuals: Gallatin, 
Lincoln, Kefauver, Lehman, Benton, Chafee, Hutchins, Balch, Frankfurter, Roe, FortasÉ).     

¥ Using ample evidence from Stone AND primary sources from/about that individual, 
develop and support a thesis about how and why the two individuals took opposing 
views, and what the ramifications of their views were.  (The individuals may or 
may not have coexisted in history, but they should have dealt with the same types of 
issues.) 

"  Choice B:  Examine two or three thematically related Supreme Court cases (e.g., Schenck, 
Abrams, Frohwerk, Debs, Gilbert, Brandenburg v. Ohio) discussed by Stone.  For this, you 
will certainly want to see the full texts of the cases, available at www.oyez.org or sites 
identified above. 

¥ Using ample evidence from Stone AND primary sources from/about those cases, 
develop and support a thesis.  Consider:  What issues are at stake?  What logic is 
employed in each?  How does the thinking change?  Why?  How do the cases agree 
with or oppose each other?  How is precedent set and then either used to uphold 
future decisions or overturned?  

o Length and format:  3-5 pages, Times New Roman, 12 pt, double-spaced; MLA format 
o Meticulously cite all sources.  See rubric for grading criteria. 



AP US Summer Reading 2008  Rubric     Name:  _____________________________    
Date Submitted:  _________ 

 

YOUR SCORE: 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

CONVERSION: 96 94 93 91 90 89 87 85 83 81 80 78 76 74 72 71 69 68 67 65 50 

 1 point each 2 points each 3 points each 4 points each 5 points each 
THESIS and 
WRITING  

• Strong, clearly 

developed thesis 

• Well-organized 

• Analytical 

• Focused on the 

question(s) 

• Consistent, 

developed thesis 

• Clearly organized 

and written 

• Partially 

developed valid 

thesis 

• Acceptable 

organization and 

writing 

• Limited, confused 

and/or poorly 

developed thesis 

• Weak 

organization and 

writing 

• No thesis 

• Disorganized 

and/or poorly 

written 

DEVELOPMENT 
OF 
ISSUE/ARGUMENT 

• Thoroughly 

develops issue 

• More than one 

perspective on issue 

is offered, though 

not necessarily in a 

balanced way 

• Thoroughly 

develops issue 

• Second 

perspective is 

very limited 

• Issue is not well-

developed 

• Only one side of 

question is 

addressed 

• Limited 

understanding of 

question 

• Inadequate or 

inaccurate 

understanding of 

question 

PROVIDED 
SOURCES (Perilous 

Times) 
 
 
 

• Sophisticated use of 

Stone’s Perilous 
Times 

• Effective use of 

3+ provided 

documents 

• Use of some 

documents 

• Misinterprets, 

briefly cites, or 

quotes documents 

• Poor, confused, 

or no use of 

documents 

OUTSIDE 
SOURCES 
(including films, 
identified websites, 
databases, and print 
sources) 

• Substantial relevant 

outside information 

(abstract and/or 

concrete) 

• Chronologically 

coherent 

• Significant 

relevant outside 

information 

(abstract and/or 

concrete) 

• Some relevant 

outside 

information 

• Little outside 

information, or 

information that 

is inaccurate or 

irrelevant 

• Inappropriate or 

no outside 

information 

ERRORS in 
grammar or 
mechanics, MLA 
format, internal and 
bibliographic 
citations, facts 

• May have 

insignificant errors 

• May have minor 

errors 

• May contain 

errors, but not 

major 

• May contain 

major errors 

• Numerous 

errors, both 

major and minor 


