PRE-AP US I: SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 2008
Developed 5/2008; revised 5/23/08

! TExT: David McCullough®3ohn Adams
Because we will be reading part of the book during the summer and part of it during the year,
we highly recommend purchasing it. You miishg the book with you to class.

! PART 1: ANNOTATION
Read Parts | and Il afohn Adamgchapters 7).

As you read the book, take notestem or three of the following categories, paying special
attention to the Essential Question that is attacheddb. e(In some cases, there are several
Essential Questions. You may choose which you prefer.)

After youOve read the book and taken notes, youOll narrow down your focus to just ONE
Category and Essential Question; this will be topic for your Annotatioje® (described
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below).

CATEGORY

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S)

SUGGESTEDFOCUSDOCUMENT(S) (AVAILABLE AT :
http://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/aea/browse/

Defining
moments in
AdamsO life anc
the life of the
United States

Some historians (e.g. Charles
Beard) have interpreted the
actions and words of many
revolutionary leaders in
economic terms. In other word
the argument is they were
motivated primarily by a desire
to protect their wealth. &ing

the words of Adams, especially
during his defining moments,
discuss what you interpret to be
his Otrue© motivations.

How would you characterize th¢
dialogue between John and
Abigail during the defining
moments of his public career?
Was John patroming or
respectful towards the opinions
and concerns of Abigail?

--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 May 1775
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 120 June
1775

--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 7 October 177
--John Adamsidry 22A, includes notes on Continental
Congress, SeptembeOctober 1774

--John Adams diary 25, 27 October 1#7B3 October 1776
--John Adams diary 26, notes on Continental Congress, 16
February- April 1776

--John Adams diary 27, notes on Continentah@ress, 13 May
- 10 September 1776

--John Adams diary 39, 1 Januarg May 1783

--John Adams diary 40, 29 April22 May 1783

--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 417 June 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 18 June 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 18 February 17
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 17 May 1776
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 3 July 1776
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 134 July 1776
--Letter from John Adams to Abigalldams, 22 January 1783
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 29 January 178
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 28 March 1783

Distinguishing
characteristics
of Adams® and
those around
him

What characteristics about
Adams stood out? How did
these characteristics help shap
AdamsO early political career i
the OnewO America?

--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 July 1774
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 29 May 1775

Daily and/or
family life

Daily life for many colonists
changed greatly during the war,
After reading the suggested
focus documents, compare and
constrast daily life before and
after the war. How did life
change during the Revolutionar
war? How did this impact the
family structure in the new
American cultur@

AdamsO and the colonies® qug

for independence had an

--John Adams diary 4, October 17520 November 1761, 21
November 1772 (Nov. 14, 1760)

--John Adams diary 17, 16 Aprill4 June 1771

--John Adams diary 20, 28 Februarg5 June 1774

--Letter from John Adamito Abigail Adams, 12 May 1774
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 17 July 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 1 October 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 October 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 15 A@ri76
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 27 May 1776
----Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams; 9 May 1776
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 14 May 1776
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 3 June 1776




overwhelming impact on
AdamsO family life and his
relationship with Abigail. What
sacrifices did Adams make?
evaulate his role as an Oabsen
father.O How would you
charactarize the strength or
weakness of the bond between
John and Abigail?

--Letter from Abigail Adars to John Adams, 1314 July 1776
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 222 July 1776
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 7 April 1783
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 24 May 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 16tGber 1775
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 17 June 1776
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams,-18 July 1776
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams18 March 1777
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 16 March 1777
letterbook opy

--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 3 January 178
-- Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 25 December
1786, "This moment . . ."

Social and/or

What were the social and

--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams;18 March 1777

economic economic conditions in the 13 | --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 29 June 1774,
conditions colonies prior to th start of the | have a great Deal of Leisure..."
Revolutionary war? What --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams,- 3 July 1774
impact did these conditions hay --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams,- % July 1774
on the decision to go to war?
Problems of As relations between the --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 1 July 1774
government colonies and Britain --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 May 1775
deteriorated, to what extent did| --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 29 May 1775
political leaders reach conseiss| Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 June 1775
on how they should proceed? | --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 10 June 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 1117 June
1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 18 June 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 3 July 1776, Ok
a DeclarationEQ
Whatpolitical or geopolitical --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 7 March 1777
obstacles did the newly formed| --Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams;18 March 1777
United States face, and to what --Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 20 MaghApril
extent were they successful in | 1779, with one enclosure
overcoming them? --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, ante 15 March
1780
--John Adams diary 43, 22 June 178{® or 16] May 1785
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 1 Jud87l
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 7 June 1787
-- Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 14 March 178
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 23 March 1788
Sectionalism In what ways did internal --Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 June 1775

disagreement impede the
progress of theolonies and/or
the United States? How did
sectionalism manifest itself in
the Revolutionary or Early
National period?

--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 417 June
1775

--Letter from Jbn Adams to Abigail Adams, 18 June 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams,- 3 July 1774
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 23 March 178¢

The nature of
power

Describe the power struggles
faced by the newly formed
Continental CongressHow did
the struggles impede the proce
of preparing for war? How did
they solve these problems?

--Letters during Continental Congress 1717477
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 2 September 1]
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2M1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 2 May 1775
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 4 May 1775
--Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, 7 May 1775
--Letter from John Adams to Abigail Adams, 417 June 1775
--Letter from Abigail Adans to John Adams, 16 June 1775




0 Select one or two letters or portions of letters or diary entries from John and/or Abigail Adams,
available athttp://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/aea/breivs

= These letters or diary entries are your Focus Documents.

= Your goal is to select letters/entries that will open up avenues for discussion of the
particular elements afohn Adam®n which you took notes. They should serve as a
springboard. Just bease a letter was written in, for example, June 1776, does NOT
mean that you must confine your remarks to that particular historical moment. Indeed,
you should not do so, but instead use it as evidence to help support the argument you
wish to make (in regmse to your Essential Question).

= Suggestetetters or diary entries are listed in the chart above. You may select others
from the website, however.

= As you make your selections, be sure to read the letters in their entirety. Often the
pertinent informatn will be mixed in with information not relevant to your topic.

= Be sure to spend adequate time selecting your Focus Documents, as the success of the
project depends on the material with which you choose to work.

0 Annotation Project:

= Use the Essential Quést you selected as your TITLE.

= Annotateyour chosen Focus Documents (the letters or portions of letters or diary
entries)

¥ What does it mean to annotate something?

0 annotate: add or make notes to or upon (a book, etc.)

0 annotation: a note by way of expkgion or comment

0 See the attached copy fradarperOgor an example.

¥ How I do that?

o First, determind-ocus Pointgthese can be words, phrases, or
paragraphs; they can also be ideas implied by particular words,
phrases, or paragraphs) within the Focusubment on which to
provide special attention. (Your writings on these points will be the
annotations.)You will have a total of 8 Focus Points that are
supported by information from McCullough.

0 Second, using ideas and information from McCullougjte this
internally, in parenthesegxpandon the points you wish to
highlight. Most of your annotations will be one or two lesh
paragraphs. Your task, in the annotations, is to:

= add pertinent informatigrfor example, things not known,
ignored, or purpasfully omitted by the authors of the
document

= raise questionabout information that is provided by
offering additional or counterevidence

= commenton the relevant historical events that eventually
played out

= identify historical parallelshat help to illuninate the
document or explain its importance

= provide insights into compromises, relationships, and
purposef the document

o0 Note: annotations are not summaries!

o Format:
= Your annotation project should look similar to that which you see inl#nperOs
example.
= Place your Focus Documents in the center of a piece of poster board; annotations
should ring the outside, connecting to specific Focus Points within the Focus
Documents.

(over)



PART 2: FILM CRITIQUE
o Select and view ONE of the first FOUR amies of HBOOs film of John Adams (for more info,
see their websitehttp://www.hbo.com/films/johnadamsthe films may be available in video
stores, libraries, or an online source like Netflix.
0 Write a250-400 word (concise but meaningful!) critique, suitable for publishing in the Arts
section of the newspaper. Focus on:
= Brief introduction to the material to orient and hook the reader.
= How does the film parallel or echo the book? How does it differ?
= How effective is the filmOs portrayal? What do you like about it? What should have
been done differently?
Other criteria for both assignments:
0 12 point, Times New Roman, doukdpaced
o0 Free from mechanical or grammatical errors
0 Words and ideas that aretryour own areited parenthetically; e.g., (McCullough 23) indicates
that the words or ideas are from McCullough, p. 23
0 List of Works Cited is included in MLA format. See the following website for details of MLA:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/rescar557/01/
0 Rubrics: refer to attached rubrics for specific grading criteria
o Assignments will appear on first marking period grades
QUESTIONS?
0 Address questions to ONE (your choice!) of the following teachers:
= Mr. OOBrien:obrienp@warrenhills.org
= Mr. OONeill:oneillj@warrenhills.org
= Mr. Payne:paynea@warrenhills.org

SUBMISSION:
o Date due: All work is due on thast day that your PrAP US | class meets.
= Assignments received after that date will lose ten percentage points of the original total
value each school day, excluding weekends.



PreAP US | Summer Reading 2008
PART I: Rubric

CRITERIA POINTS COMMENT

Focus Document(s)

I Primary source of historical import: letters or diaries fr
John and Abigail Adams

I Brief; no more than one page in length

I Worthy of discussion/explanation (contradictions amo
sources or between what is stated #re reality;
controversial; further explanation warranted; full story
not told, etc.)

Secondary source
I Superb use afohn Adamsn annotation of Focus
Document(s)

Annotations:
Skilled analysis and crijue of focus document and skille
synthesis ofohn Adamss it is brought to bear on the foc|
document(s). Argument and discussion is fully develop
Essential Question is answered.
I focus pointfor annotationsre wellchosen and discuss
in fluid, thoughtful prose
I annotationgdd pertinent informatigrior example, thing
not known or ignored by the author
I annotationgall into questiorinformation that is provided,
by offering counterevidence
I annotationgomment on or critiquéhe relevant historal
events that eventually played out
I annotationgdentify historical parallelshat help to
illuminate the document or explain its importance

Quantity of annotations
I 8 dense annotations = 10 points
I 6-7 dense annotations = 7 ptEin
I 4-5dense annotations =5 points
I 0-3 annotations = 0 points

Proper MLA format
I Internal citation of sources
I List of Works Cited

Professional quality final product
I essential question appears as title
I attractive, welifformatted appearance
I free of mechanical and grammatical errors

TOTAL

/100



PLACE STAPLE HERE/

PART Il: FILM CRITIQUE Rubric Name:

Date Submitted:

1 point each 2 points each 3 points each 4 points each 5 points each
WRITING
¥ Well-organized ¥ Clearly organized | ¥ Acceptable ¥  Weak ¥ Disorganized
¥  Analytical and written organization and organization and and/or poorly
¥ Focused on the writing writing written
question
DEVELOPMENT ¥  Thoroughly ¥ Thoroughly ¥ Issueisnotwell- | ¥ Limited ¥ Inadequate or
OF develops issue develops issue developed understanding of inaccurate
ISSUE/ARGUMENT | ¥ Fully answers the ¥ Mainly answers ¥ Some elements questions understanding of
questions the questions of questions go questions
unanswered
FILM SOURCE: ¥ Sophisticated ¥ Strong analysis ¥ Weak analysis ¥ Poor analysis and | ¥ Poor, confused,
HBO film: John analysis and and assessment of and assessment assessment of the or no use of the
Adams assessment of the the film of the film film film
film
PRINT SOURCE: ¥ Sophisticated ¥ Strong analysis ¥ Weak analysis ¥ Poor analysis and | ¥ Poor, confused,
McCulloughOslohn analysis and and assessment of and assessment assessment of the or no use of the
Adams assessment of the the book of the book book book.
book
ERRORS in ¥ May have ¥ May have minor | ¥ May contain ¥ May contain ¥ Numerous errors,
grammar, insignificant errors errors errors, but not major errors both major and
mechanics, format, major minor
style, bibliography,
chronology
YOUR SCORE: |5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 |12 |13 [14 |15 |16 [17 [18 |19 |20 [21 |22 |23 |24 [25
CONVERSION: [96 [94 |93 |91 |90 [89 |87 |8 |83 [81 |8 |78 |76 [74 |72 |71 [69 |68 |67 |65 |50

/ 100




