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Education that consists in learning things and not the meaning of them  
is feeding upon the husks and not the corn. 

—Mark Twain 
 
♦ Course description: 

o According to the College Board, “The AP U.S. History course focuses on the development of 
historical thinking skills (chronological reasoning, comparing and contextualizing, crafting 
historical arguments using historical evidence, and interpreting and synthesizing historical 
narrative) and an understanding of content learning objectives organized around seven themes, 
such as identity, peopling, and America in the world. In line with college and university U.S. 
history survey courses’ increased focus on early and recent American history and decreased 
emphasis on other areas, the AP U.S. History course expands on the history of the Americas from 
1491 to 1607 and from 1980 to the present. It also allows teachers flexibility across nine different 
periods of U.S. history to teach topics of their choice in depth.” 

▪ Source: 
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-des
cription.pdf  

o The College Board has also described the course this way:  “The AP U.S. History course is 
designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal 
critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history. The program prepares students for 
intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those 
made by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical 
materials—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance—and to 
weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP U.S. History 
course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an 
informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay 
format.”  

▪ Source:  2010, 2011 Course Description for AP U.S. History 
o Although the AP exam covers 1491 to the present, this course focuses on World War I to the 

present.  A variety of activities and resources will help you review the earlier material. 
 
♦ Materials and resources: 

o Chromebook 
o G Suite for Education (Google Classroom):  https://classroom.google.com/  

▪ This will be the location for digital class resources and for submitting some written 
assignments.  Login with your regular WH’s username and password.  Join my class by 
using the class code I provide. 

o AP Classroom:  https://myap.collegeboard.org/login  
o Albert.io 
o Foner:  Give Me Liberty!  An American History. https://digital.wwnorton.com/givemeliberty5ap 
o Study Space for Give me Liberty! 
o Foner:  Voices of Liberty 
o Variety of primary sources; variety of fiction and nonfiction 
o Princeton Review:  AP U.S. History Exam 
o Newman and Schmalbach. United States History:  Preparing for the Advanced Placement 

Examination.  
o APUSH Course and Exam Description, including Thematic Learning Objectives, Historical 

Thinking Skills, Content Outline, and sample questions 
o Reviewing for the AP United States History Exam 

♦ Requirements: 
o Think of yourself as a scholar--someone who is intellectually curious, thoughtful, and committed 

to advancing your understanding of the world. 

http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://classroom.google.com/
https://myap.collegeboard.org/login
https://digital.wwnorton.com/givemeliberty5ap
http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/give-me-liberty3/welcome.aspx
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf?course=ap-united-states-history
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1etCTWgvWVOQW5fzl0O7wfOM6RWC4dk0CSZMF8tHw_h8/edit


o Plan for an hour of reading and/or writing each night. 
o Make thoughtful, frequent contributions to discussion and small group work. 
o Diligently prepare for and work on the AP US exam in May.  Preparation began last year and 

continues from now until May. 
o Take personal responsibility to request, obtain, and complete missed assignments. 
o Organization of materials is critical in this course.  Suggested supplies:  multiple 3 ring notebooks 

(1” or more) with dividers, loose leaf paper, post-it notes, blue or black pens, pencils. 
 
♦ Methods of instruction: 

o Small and full group discussion 
o In and out of class reading 
o In and out of class writing 
o Lecture 
o Individual and small group projects 

 
♦ Methods of assessment: 

o Essays 
▪ In and out of class Document-Based Questions 
▪ In and out of class Long Essay prompts 
▪ Short Answer Questions 

o Multiple choice  
o Quizzes on readings, lectures, and discussions 
o Participation 
o Practice AP US History exams 
o In and out of class projects  
o Notebook checks 
o Grades are based on points earned 

 
♦ Approach to readings, texts, and notetaking: 

o Unless specific direction is given, take notes on all readings, discussions, and lectures.  Strategies 
include annotating, outlining, webbing, and double-entry journaling.  It is highly advantageous to 
combine these techniques in ways that best fit your style of learning.  

o Taking notes is NOT a once-and-done event.  Effective note taking involves returning to your 
original notes to make additional notes and to review.  Recommended procedure for taking notes: 
Cornell note taking system or using the Foner outlines. 
 

♦ Policies: 
o Late work policy:  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period.  Work received after the 

beginning of the period loses 20% of the total possible points for each school day (not just the 
days your class meets).  If your printer fails, email me (from your WH email address) an 
attachment of the assignment and then bring in a hard copy as soon as possible. 

o Code of conduct:  The student code of conduct will be enforced and referrals will be made to 
assistant principals as needed. 

o Electronic communications policy:  All electronic communication from students must come from 
their warrenhills.org email.  

o Cell phones may not be used or loitering about without my permission.  Violations of this policy 
will be referred to the main office. 

o Chromebooks must be in class and charged each day; they may not be open or in use without my 
permission.   Violations of this policy will be referred to the main office. 

o Plagiarism:  Please refer to Board of Education Policy #5701 regarding Academic Dishonesty and 
Plagiarism. 

▪ Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, copying other students’ work, copying material 
from the web, copying material from sources without attributing the material, and using 
others’ ideas without attributing them. For an excellent discussion of how to avoid 
plagiarism, see Purdue’s OWL site. 
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http://lsc.cornell.edu/notes.html
http://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5701&search=5701&id=be8c76a1c9df4426bf6c93cfd8b1a2d9
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/avoiding_plagiarism/index.html


♦ Unsolicited advice: 
o This is a challenging course.  Take advantage of and responsibility for your education by seeking 

help as soon as you know you need it.  See me before or after class or school or during lunch to 
make an appointment. 
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