
CP UNITED STATES HISTORY I:  EXPECTATIONS OF 
PERFORMANCE 
 
J. O’Neill 
Desk:  306 
Phone:  908.689.3050 ext. 3626 
Email for questions:  oneillj@warrenhills.org 
 

Education that consists in learning things and not the meaning of them  
is feeding upon the husks and not the corn. 

—Mark Twain 
 
♦ Course description: 

o CP United States History I surveys the colonial through the Progressive eras.  We 
will incorporate project-based learning and local history, in which you will 
design and pursue an inquiry about a particular moment, period, person, or 
theme.  Throughout the year, we will emphasize developing content knowledge 
and responding to essential questions, reading and integrating primary and 
secondary sources into our research, and honing critical thinking and writing 
skills.  We will practice the art of close reading on a regular basis.  The central 
standards on which we will focus are articulated here.  Throughout, we will aim 
to develop historical thinking skills, defined most recently by the College Board 
to include “chronological reasoning, comparing and contextualizing, crafting 
historical arguments using historical evidence, and interpreting and 
synthesizing historical narrative.” 

 
♦ Readings and Resources: 

o G Suite for Education (Google Classroom):  https://classroom.google.com/  
▪ Our location for digital class resources and for submitting many written 

assignments.  Login with your regular WH’s username and password. 
Join my class by using the class code I provide. 

o Foner:  Give Me Liberty!  An American History 
https://digital.wwnorton.com/givemeliberty5  

o Study Space for the textbook 
o Variety of primary sources 
o Variety of fiction and nonfiction 
o Other resources as assigned 

 
♦ Requirements: 

o Think of yourself as a scholar--someone who is intellectually curious, 
thoughtful, and committed to advancing your understanding of the world. 

o Expect to think critically and read challenging primary and secondary sources.   
o Contribute frequently to discussion and small group work. 
o Take personal responsibility to request, obtain, and complete missed 

assignments. 
o Organize your materials and be prepared for class everyday.  Suggested supplies: 

▪ 3 ring notebook (1” or more) with dividers 
▪ loose leaf paper 
▪ post-it notes 
▪ writing implements:  blue or black pens, pencils 
▪ Chromebook 

 
♦ Methods of instruction: 
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o Small and full group discussion 
o In and out of class reading 
o In and out of class research and writing 
o Lecture 
o Project-based learning 

 
♦ Methods of assessment: 

o Inquiries developed in consultation with a small group and the teacher 
o Essays:  in and out of class Document-Based Questions, Long Essays, short 

answers 
o Multiple choice exams 
o Quizzes and tests on readings, lectures, and discussions 
o Participation 
o Various in and out of class projects  
o Notebook checks 
o Grades are based on points earned 

 
♦ Approach to readings, texts, and note taking: 

o Unless specific direction is given, take notes on all readings, discussions, and 
lectures.  Strategies include annotating, outlining, webbing, and double-entry 
journaling.  It is highly advantageous to combine these techniques in ways that 
best fit your style of learning.   

o Taking notes is NOT a once-and-done event.  Effective note taking involves 
returning to your original notes to make additional notes and to review.   

▪ Recommended procedure for taking notes:  Cornell note taking system 
♦ Policies: 

o Late work policy:  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period.  Work 
received after the beginning of the period loses 10% of the total possible points 
for each school day (not just the days your class meets).  If your printer fails, 
email me (from your WH email address) an attachment of the assignment and 
then bring in a hard copy as soon as possible. 

o Code of conduct:  The student code of conduct will be enforced and referrals will 
be made to assistant principals as needed. 

o Electronic communications policy:  All electronic communication from students 
must come from their warrenhills.org email.  

o Cell phones may not be used or loitering about without my permission. 
Violations of this policy will be referred to the main office. 

o Chromebooks must be in class and charged each day; they may not be open or in 
use without my permission.   Violations of this policy will be referred to the 
main office. 

o Plagiarism:  Please refer to Board of Education Policy #5701 regarding Academic 
Dishonesty and Plagiarism. 

▪ Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, copying other students’ work, 
copying material from the web, copying material from sources without 
attributing the material, and using others’ ideas without attributing 
them. For an excellent discussion of how to avoid plagiarism, see 
Purdue’s OWL site. 

 
♦ Unsolicited advice: 

o This is a challenging course.  Take advantage of and responsibility for your 
education by seeking help as soon as you know you need it.  See me to make an 
appointment. 
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