
HONORS ENGLISH II:  AMERICAN LITERATURE 

Expectations of Performance 

 

J. O’Neill 

Desk:  room 306 

Phone:  908.689.3050 ext. 3626 

Email:  oneillj@warrenhills.org 

 

 

Course Objectives: 

● Honors English II is a survey course in American Literature and writing, focusing on the 

three modes—narrative, argument, and informative.  Drawing on works from all genres, 

students will continue to develop their abilities to think and write critically, draw parallels 

across works, and engage in close reading.  Students should expect significant amounts of 

reading, writing, and revising.  They will continue to gain confidence in articulating their 

arguments in both verbal and written forms.  The course is designed to help prepare 

students for AP English courses in their junior and senior years. 

 

Resources: 

● A variety of fiction and nonfiction, essays, drama, articles, documents, film, and art; textbook 

● G Suite for Education (Google Classroom):  https://classroom.google.com/  
o This will be the location for digital class resources and for submitting some written assignments. 

Login with your regular WH’s username and password.  Join my class by using the class code I 
provide. 

● Other resources as assigned 

 

Requirements: 

● Significant reading and/or writing each night 

● Thoughtful, frequent contributions to discussion and small group work 

● 3 ring notebook (1” or more) with 4 dividers (half a manila folder works well) 

o Sections: Writer’s Notebook, Literary Terms, Diction, Notes 

● Writing implements:  blue or black pen, pencil 

● Sparkling sense of humor (suggested) 

 

Five Simple Class Guidelines: 

● Let courtesy reign supreme. 

o One voice at a time, please. 

o Listen, listen, listen. 

o It’s fine to disagree with someone; it’s not fine to attack him/her. 

● Engage each other. 

● Revel in your reading and in your writing. 

● Distrust surfaces. 

● Use good judgment. 

 

Homework Policies: 

● Work is due at the beginning of the period on the date assigned, unless otherwise noted. 

● Late work loses 10% of the assignment’s original total possible points per school day, unless 

otherwise noted. If your printer fails, email me an attachment of the assignment and then 

bring in a hard copy as soon as possible.  

 

Classwork Policies: 

● Small and whole group discussions, working individually and in groups, and reading silently 

and aloud will be frequent aspects of our class.  You will learn more, enjoy more, and earn a 

higher grade if you are prepared and participate on a daily basis. 

https://classroom.google.com/


● Developing and using good notetaking strategies will be essential to your success in the 

academic world.  Expect to employ these strategies in this class. 

● Work, quizzes, and tests missed during an unexcused absence cannot be made up. 

● Work, quizzes, and tests missed during an excused absence can be made up by scheduling 

an appointment.  You must take the responsibility to request, obtain, and complete missed 

assignments. 

 

Policies: 

● Late work policy:  Assignments are due at the beginning of the period.  Work received after 

the beginning of the period loses 10% of the total possible points for each school day (not 

just the days your class meets).  If your printer fails, email me (from your WH email address) 

an attachment of the assignment and then bring in a hard copy as soon as possible. 

● Code of conduct:  The student code of conduct will be enforced and referrals will be made to 

assistant principals as needed. 

● Electronic communications policy:  All electronic communication from students must come 

from their warrenhills.org email.  

● Cell phones may not be used or loitering about without my permission.  Violations of this 

policy will be referred to the main office. 

● Chromebooks must be in class and charged each day; they may not be open or in use 

without my permission.   Violations of this policy will be referred to the main office. 

● Plagiarism:  Please refer to Board of Education Policy #5701 regarding Academic Dishonesty 

and Plagiarism. 

o Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, copying other students’ work, copying material 

from the web, copying material from sources without attributing the material, and using 

others’ ideas without attributing them. For an excellent discussion of how to avoid 

plagiarism, see Purdue’s OWL site. 

 

Methods of Assessment: 

● Because we will not necessarily use all forms of assessment to the same degree in all 

marking periods, specific percentages cannot be assigned in advance to the following. 

Methods include: 

o Homework 

o Writings and essays 

▪ Some of your writing will be assessed by me.  Some of it will be assessed by you. 

Some pieces will be revised to a publishable state, while others will remain in 

draft form.  I encourage you to confer with me about your writing. 

o Projects 

o Notebook 

▪ All notes, writings, handouts, and classwork, must be kept in an organized 

fashion in your notebook. 

▪ Notebooks will be handed in and checked for quality, possibly without notice. 

o Group work 

o Individual participation 

o Quizzes, reading checks, and exams 

▪ Note that you are responsible for the material covered in readings, lectures, and 

classwork. 

 

 

Help! 

● This is a challenging and rewarding course.  Take advantage of and responsibility for your 

education by seeking help as soon as you know you need it.  See me to make an 

appointment.  
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http://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5701&search=5701&id=be8c76a1c9df4426bf6c93cfd8b1a2d9
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/avoiding_plagiarism/index.html

