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“THE FISHBOWL” 

CLASS DISCUSSION TECHNIQUE  
 

 

1. Place # seats  in a circle, located in the center of the room. 

 

2. All other seats a pushed to the walls for seating for non-participants. 

 

3. The students in the circle, the fishbowl, are the only ones allowed to speak in the room. There is to be 

no conversation outside of the circle. 

 

4. The students engage in debate on an issue presented, as an open-ended question, by the teacher. 

 

5. All participants must abide by the rules of civic discussion. These rules are provided in the discussion 

rubric. 

 

6. The participants must also operate under the standards of common courtesy. (No yelling, no interrupting, 

no name-calling, etc.) 

 

7. Once a student in the circle has spoken, a student from outside the circle may come and tap that student. 

The student in the circle must then give the one who tapped them their seat and return to the outside 

observation seats. The new entrant may not be tapped until he or she has spoken at least once. 

 

8. Students, once removed from the circle, may return at any time. (They may not be tapped until they have 

spoken again.)  

 

9. The teacher may grant preferential seating to students who have not yet participated in the debate. 

 

10. The teacher does not participate in the discussion except to provide a new question or to terminate an 

irrelevant, or inappropriate, line of discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



FISHBOWL DISCUSSION RUBRIC 

Content 

_ Accurately states and identifies issues. 

_  Accurately and expresses completely relevant 

foundational knowledge pertaining to the issues raised 

during the discussion. 

_ Statements exhibited an understanding of the content. 

_ Appropriately challenged the accuracy, logic, or clarity of   

statements made by others. 

 

5    4    3    2    1 

Procedure 

_ Engages others in the discussion by inviting their 

contributions and acknowledging their contributions. 

_ Constructively challenges the accuracy, clarity, relevance, 

or logic of statements made. 

 

5    4    3    2    1 

Organization 

_ Used logical reasoning. 

_ Answered the opposing viewpoint effectively. 

_ Asked pertinent questions. 

 

5    4    3    2    1 

Delivery 

_ Used sufficient volume. 

_ Articulated clearly. 

_  Used notes moderately. 

 

5    4    3    2    1 

Group Participation 

_ Every member of the group prepared a substantive part of     

the discussion. 

_  

5    4    3    2    1 

OVERALL SCORE: 
                  

     /25  

 

COMMENTS: 

 

 


