
 

 

 

 

Articles of Confederation: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/artconf.asp 

Constitution: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/usconst.asp 

Amendments 11-27: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/amend1.asp#14 

 

Please fill in the empty squares.  The first row is completed for you.  Please review to see the relationship between the 4 columns.  Essentially, for items 2-5, you 

have been provided with the “weakness” of the Articles of Confederation and the relevant Article/Section/Clause of the Constitution which fixed the weakness.  

You are to find the relevant (exact phrasing) in the Articles which matches the weakness (be sure to provide the Article #) and provide the way that the 

constitution fixed the problem in the 3rd column.  For items 6-8, you have only been provided with the “weakness” and must figure out the remaining 3 columns.  

You are to use the above links to access the documents.  Please take note of the way that the Article, Section, and Clause are indicated in the 4th column.  Article 

1, Section 8, Clause 1 can also be written 1.8.1.  The Avalon website (the source for the Constitution) labels each Article and Section, but the Clauses are merely 

numbered. 

“WEAKNESSES” OF 

THE ARTICLES OF 

CONFEDERATION 
RELEVANT PHRASE FROM THE ARTICLES OF CONFED.  (SEE TEXT) 

CORRECTION IN 

CONSTITUTION 
RELEVANT PHRASE FROM CONSTITUTION 

Congress could not 

enact and collect taxes 

Article 8:  The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and 

levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the 

several States within the time agreed upon by the United States in 

Congress assembled. 

Congress has the 

power to lay and 

collect taxes 

Article 1, Sec. 8, Clause 1:  To lay and collect taxes, 

duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts and 

provide for the common defence and general 

welfare of the United States; but 

Congress could not 

regulate interstate or 

foreign trade 

IX The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole 
and exclusive right and power of regulating commerce… … not 
members of any of the States… 

 1.8.3: To regulate commerce with foreign nations, 

and among the several states, and with the Indian 

tribes: 

Regardless of pop, each 

state had only one vote 

in Cong. 

 

 

 

 

V. In determining questions in the United States in Congress 
assembled, each State shall have one vote. 

 Amendment. 14.2, modifying 1.2.3: 

Representatives shall be apportioned among the 

several States according to their respective 

numbers, counting the whole number of persons 

in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. 

1.3.1:The Senate of the United States shall be 

composed of two Senators from each State, 
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Two-thirds majority 

(9/13 states) needed to 

pass important laws 

IX. The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in a 
war, nor grant letters of marque or reprisal in time of peace, nor 
enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate 
the value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary 
for the defense and welfare of the United States, or any of them, 
nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United 
States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of 
vessels of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of land or 
sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief of the 
army or navy, unless nine States assent to the same 

 1.7.2: Every bill which shall have passed the House 

of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it 

become a law, be presented to the president of 

the United States; if he approve, he shall sign it, 

but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to 

that house in which it shall have originated, who 

shall enter the objections at large on their journal, 

and proceed to reconsider it. If after such 

reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall 

agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together 

with the objections, to the other house, by which 

it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved 

by two-thirds of that house, it shall become a law. 

Articles could be 

amended only if all 

states approved 

XIII. nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any 
of them; unless such alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the 
United States, and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of 
every State.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

No exec. branch to 

enforce laws of Cong. 

IX. The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to 
… appoint one of their members to preside, provided that no 
person be allowed to serve in the office of president more than 
one year in any term of three years; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

No nat’l court system to 

settle legal disputes 

II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, 
and every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this 
Confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in 
Congress assembled. 

Est. a Judicial 
System 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

13 separate states 

lacked nat’l unity 

II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, 
and every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this 
Confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in 
Congress assembled. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.1.2 This constitution, and the laws of the United 
States which shall be made in pursuance thereof; 
and all treaties made, or which shall be made, 
under the authority of the United States shall be 
the supreme law of the land; and the judges in 
every state shall be bound thereby… 

 


