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Another agitator against the New Deal was Father Charles Coughlin, a 

Catholic priest based at the National Shrine of the Little Flower Church in 

Royal Oak, Michigan. At first an FDR supporter (he remarked frequently in his 

early radio broadcasts, “Roosevelt or ruin”), he became an extremely vocal 

critic of the New Deal. Coughlin founded the National Union of Social Justice, 

an anti–New Deal organization, and targeted the Federal Reserve System, 

which he blamed as largely responsible for the Depression.

While attempts by the Roosevelt Administration to have the Catholic Church 

silence Coughlin failed, Coughlin hurt his own cause with his increasingly anti-

Semitic broadcasts, hinting that Hitler and Mussolini’s anti-Jewish policies 

were acceptable. Several radio stations refused to broadcast his weekly 

shows, and the National Association of Broadcasters put stricter limits on 

broadcasting controversial shows after the beginning of World War II.

Finally, in 1942, the Catholic Church ordered Coughlin to end his political 

activities and concentrate on parish work. He returned as pastor of the Little 

Flower Church until he retired in 1966, although he continued to write anti-

Communist pamphlets until his death in 1979.
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Retired California physician Francis Townsend also believed the New Deal had 

not done enough to solve the problems of the Depression. After observing two 

elderly women picking through his garbage for food, he realized that 

something had to be done to help the nation’s retired citizens. He proposed a 

plan: all U.S. citizens over age 60 would receive a pension of $200 per month, 

paid for by a national sales tax. Recipients would be required to spend the 

entire $200 each month, and this influx of money would help other segments 

of the economy. His ideas gained support as groups dedicated to the 

“Townsend Plan” sprang up across the country.  

However, most economists and government officials believed the Townsend 

Plan to be unworkable and impossible to fund. The New Deal later put forward 

its own old-age pension plan—Social Security. Once Social Security became a 

reality, Townsend and his plan faded into memory. 
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Next to FDR, perhaps no politician was as popular as the colorful Huey P. 
Long of Louisiana. First as governor, then as senator, Long was a man people 
either loved or hated: some considered him a great humanitarian, others saw 
him as a dictator. Calling himself “The Kingfish” (after a popular Amos and 
Andy character), Long believed that the New Deal hadn’t done enough to solve 
the problems of the Depression—particularly the unequal distribution of wealth. 
He proposed a “Share the Wealth” plan, which would redistribute wealth 
across the nation by heavily taxing large personal incomes. Using the slogan, 
“Every Man a King,” Share the Wealth clubs grew nationwide.

Predictably, Long’s ideas and tactics made him many enemies in Louisiana as 
well as in Washington. In his years in the Senate, no bills that he introduced 
were passed into law. Still, many (including FDR) believed that Long would 
make a run for the White House in 1936. However, in 1935 he was 
assassinated by the son-in-law of a political opponent. After Long’s death, 
Gerald L.K. Smith unsuccessfully attempted to keep the Share the Wealth 
movement alive. 

FDR, realizing the popular support that the Share the Wealth movement had, 
incorporated many of Long’s ideas into the Revenue Act of 1935, which placed 
a high tax rate on large personal incomes.
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