
Active Viewing: Up South 
In this activity, you will watch the ASHP documentary Up South: African-American Migration in the Era of the Great War with documents 

and exercises designed to support and reinforce the documentary's key concepts of Jim Crow, lynching, sharecropping, migration, and life 

in northern cities. At the end of the activity, you will complete a short writing task on how life changed and how it stayed the same for 

migrants, and how they tried to improve their lives in the North. 

Objectives 
1. You will learn about lynching, segregation, sharecropping, and the experiences of African Americans in northern 

cities after they moved there from the South during the World War I era 

2. You will understand how life was different in the South and in northern cities for African Americans 

3. You will understand how African Americans tried to improve their lives in the North 

 

Instructions 
1. Step 1: Do Now: When does home become so bad that you have to leave? Is it better when you do leave?  

 Let’s find Mississippi (MS) and Chicago on the map and draw a line between the two. The Up 

South documentary you are about to see will show stories of people who went from Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi to Chicago, but as you can see from this map, this is part of a larger story of more than a 

million people who left different parts of the South for cities in the North.  

2. Step 2: We will view chapters 1-3 (00:17-6:01) of Up South. Think about the following as you watch: One part of 

the story of life in the South is lack of economic opportunity; another part of the story is about oppression and 

segregation. What was so bad about sharecropping?  

 Now, please locate the Active Viewing: Up South worksheet and write down examples of what life was 

like from the document and/or film in the Jim Crow and Sharecropping sections of the worksheet.  

3. Step 3: Please locate Bar Graph of Lynchings of African Americans, 1890-1929. Let’s read aloud the 

description text above the graph and the text below it. Write down three facts about lynching in the Lynching 

section of the worksheet.  

 Let’s view chapters 4-5 (6:02-12:09) of Up South. Think about the following as you watch: What was 

the Chicago Defender and why is it important in this story?  

4. Step 4: We will discuss the Chicago Defender and will summarize why people left the South.  

 We will view chapters 6-7 (12:10-21:35) of Up South. We will split into 4 groups, with each to listen for 

information about one of the categories (jobs, rights, community, housing) as you watch. 

 Write examples from the documentary and from the survey about life in the North on the worksheet, 

making sure to fill in at least one example for each category (jobs, rights, community, housing). 

 Write examples from the documentary and from the survey about life in the North on the worksheet, 

making sure to fill in at least one example for each category (jobs, rights, community, housing)  

5. Step 5: Each group will report back what was learned from the film.  

 Please locate Black Chicagoans Describe Their Migration Experiences and circle evidence that relates 

to what category you were listening for in the film. We will briefly discuss your answers.  

 We will view chapters 8-10 (21:36-29:18) of Up South. As you view the clip, think about: Who was the 

New Negro and how did he try to solve problems in the North? After watching the clip, we will review 

your understanding of the New Negro. 

6. Step 6: Complete the Active Viewing: Up South Writing Prompt. 

  



Historical Context 
Between 1910 and 1930, more than one million African Americans moved out of the South. They sought economic 

opportunity, freedom from racial segregation, and safety from lynching and other kinds of racist violence. The promise of 

freedom and full citizenship drew them to cities in the North, Midwest, and West. Once there, the migrants faced poor 

housing, discrimination on the job, and racial violence. They responded by forming women’s clubs, engaging in political 

campaigns, and creating the “New Negro” movement. 

  



 

Up South Active Viewing worksheet 
 

Life in the South 

 

    Jim Crow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Sharecropping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Lynching/Violence 



 

Life in the North 
 

    Jobs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    Rights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    Housing 



 
 

Active Viewing: Up South Activity Writing Prompt 
 

Write a two-three paragraph response to the following: 
 

How did life change and how did it stay the same when African Americans moved from the South to 
the North? How did African Americans try to improve their lives in the North? Use evidence from your 
graphic organizer 
  



Map of Migration Routes Followed by African Americans During the Great 
Migration 

 

Between 1910 and 1930, more than one million African Americans moved out of the South to cities in the North, Midwest, and West. They sought economic opportunity, freedom from racial 

segregation, and safety from lynching and other kinds of racist violence. 

 

 

SOURCE | In Motion: The African-American Migration Experience, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, 

http://www.inmotionaame.org/gallery/detail.cfm?migration=8&topic=10&id=8_003M&type=map&page= 

CREATOR | Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture 

ITEM TYPE | Map 

  



Bar Graph of Lynchings of African Americans, 1890-1929 
From 1890 to 1900, an average of 175 African Americans were lynched each year. Lynchings were attacks motivated by racism where white mobs brutally murdered black victims, sometimes in 

the night, but often in a public way with many witnesses. Lynch mobs often hung their victims, but also sometimes burned or tore apart the victim's body. African-American men were the most 

common targets of lynch mobs, but women were also hurt and killed. White public officials in the South did not criticize lynching, did not punish those responsible, and often supported the 

actions of lynch mobs. African Americans (most notably the journalist Ida B. Wells) fought back against lynching by trying to bring national attention to the issue. 

 

 

Across the South, someone was hanged or burned alive every four days from 1889 to 1929, according to the 1933 book The Tragedy of Lynching, for such alleged crimes 

as "stealing hogs, horse-stealing, poisoning mules, jumping labor contract, suspected of stealing cattle, boastful remarks" or "trying to act like a white man." One was 

killed for stealing seventy-five cents. 

 

Like the cotton growing in the field, violence had become so much a part of the landscape that "perhaps most of the southern black population had witnessed a lynching 

in their own communities or knew people who had," wrote the historian Herbert Shapiro. "All blacks lived with the reality that no black individual was completely safe 

from lynching." 

—Isabel Wilkerson, The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration 

 

SOURCE | “Lynchings of Blacks,” Statwiki.org, http://statwiki.org/statistics/Lynchings_of_Blacks and Isabel Wilkerson, The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration (New York: 

Random House, 2010), 39. 

CREATOR | American Social History Project/Center for Media and Learning 



Description of Sharecropping 
 

This short essay describes the sharecropping system that supported the agricultural economy of the South after slavery. 

 

Sharecropping is a way of farming in which a landowner allows a tenant to use his land in return for a share of the crop 

produced on the land. This system developed in the South after the end of the Civil War. The freed slaves were not given any 

land by the government and most only knew how to farm cotton. The white landowners needed workers to continue raising 

cotton on their land. African-American families (and many white families as well) became sharecroppers on the white-owned 

land. 

 

Each family began the agricultural cycle in the spring by getting seed, supplies, and food on credit from the landowner. They 

planted the seeds, tended the cotton plants as they grew, and picked the cotton when it was ready to be harvested. The 

landowner decided on a price and paid them for the crop, but first took out the amount they owed him for the seeds, supplies, 

and food they had bought on credit. 

 

Even in the best of times, the family’s share might not be enough to cover these expenses. When the price for cotton was low, 

this became more and more the case. Sometimes landowners cheated the African-American sharecroppers. The result was more 

and more debt and dependency for sharecroppers in the 1880s and 1890s. The poverty of these families was remarkable even in 

this generally poor region: the typical African-American sharecropping woman kept house with only a straw broom, a laundry 

tub, a cooking kettle, and a water pail. 

 

African Americans had no effective way to challenge this unfair system. Many had never learned to read or write. Because they 

were prevented from voting or serving on juries, they had little chance of fair treatment in the court system, which was 

dominated by whites. 

 

SOURCE | American Social History Project/Center for Media and Learning, 2011. 

CREATOR | American Social History Project/Center for Media and Learning 

RIGHTS | Copyright American Social History Project/Center for Media and Learning  

ITEM TYPE | Article/Essay 

  



Black Chicagoans Describe Their Great Migration 
Experiences 

 

In the summer of 1919, violence broke out between whites and African Americans in Chicago. The five-day riot left thirty-eight people dead and 

more than five hundred people injured. The city formed a Commission on Race Relations to study what happened during the riot and what 

conditions in the city contributed to the violence. As part of that study, the Commission surveyed recent African-American migrants from the 

South. These questions and answers are a selection from the larger survey. 

Question: Why did you come to Chicago? 

 Some of my people were here. 

 For better wages. 

 To better my conditions. 

 

Question: Do you feel greater freedom and independence in Chicago? In what ways? 

 Yes. Feel free to do anything I please. Not dictated to by white people. 

 Yes. Can vote; feel free; haven’t any fear; make more money. 

 Yes. Can vote; no lynching; no fear of mobs; can express my opinion and defend myself. 

 Yes. No restrictions as to shows, schools, etc. More protection of law. 

 

Question: What were your first impressions of Chicago? 

 When I got here and got on the street cars and saw colored people sitting by white people all over the car I just held my breath, 

for I thought any minute they would start something, then I saw nobody noticed it, and I just thought this was a real place for 

colored people. No, indeed, I’ll never work in anybody’s kitchen but my own, any more… 

 Didn’t like it; lonesome, until I went out. Then liked the places of amusement which have no restrictions. 

 

Question: What do you like about the North? 

 More money and more pleasure to be gotten from it; personal freedom Chicago affords [allows], and voting. 

 Freedom of speech and action. Can live without fear, no Jim Crow 

 

Question: What difficulties do you think a person from the South meets in coming to Chicago? 

 Just the treatment some of the white people give you on the trains. Sometimes treat you like dogs. 

 Change in climate, crowded living conditions, lack of space for gardens, etc. 

 … Get in with wrong people who seek to take advantage of the ignorance of newcomers. 

 

Question: Do you get more comforts and pleasures from your higher wages? 

 Yes. Living in better houses, can go into almost any place if you have the money, and then the schools are so much better here. 

 Yes. I live better, save more, and feel more like a man. 

 Yes. I live in a larger house and have more conveniences. Can take more pleasure; have more leisure time. 

 

SOURCE | Chicago Commission on Race Relations, The Negro in Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1922), 97-102. 

CREATOR | Chicago Commission on Race Relations 

ITEM TYPE | Book (excerpt) 
 



 

 

Up South Vocabulary 
 
 

 

Sharecropping 
 
overseer: a person who watches 
over workers 
 
bale: a bundle of cotton 
 

boll weevils: beetles that eat 
cotton fibers 
 
settlement time: time after the 
crop was harvested when the 
landowner paid sharecroppers for 
the crop and took out what they 
owed for food and supplies 

 
 

 

Life in the North 
 
accommodations: public space 
such as on buses and streetcars 
and in restaurants 
 
cabarets: nightclubs where 
audience eats at small tables 
and watches entertainment 
 

the sporting life: gambling and 
other kinds of nightlife 
 
black and tan clubs: nightclubs 

where blacks and whites mixed 
 
uplift: to improve the social status 
of African Americans 
 
droves: a large number of people 
doing the same thing 

 
Jim Crow 
 
caste: social group or rank 
 

prejudice: an unfavorable opinion 

of someone because of his/her 

race 

 
lynching: when a mob of people 
kills someone 
 
colored: not white, usually refers 
to African Americans 
 
asylum: protection from danger 

 
 

 

Work in the North 
 
stockyards: Where cattle and pigs 

are kept before being slaughtered 
 
porter: a person who carries 
luggage 
 
foundry: a factory for melting 
metal and making it into 
machine parts 
 
day work: working as a servant in 
someone’s house but not living 
there 
 

another situation: a different job 



 
Figurative Language 
 
the promised land/land of 
hope: a place where life will be 
better 
 

heaven on earth: a perfect place 
 

in the hole: in debt; owing money 

 

cast down your bucket where 
you are: make the best of things 
where you are instead of leaving 
 

 

migration fever: strong urge to 
move away 
 
struck a chord: caused an 
emotional response 
 
burnt up over losing their 
cheap hands: angry that black 
workers were leaving 
 

Mason-Dixon line: the boundary 

between Maryland and 

Pennsylvania; before the Civil War, 

the boundary between slave and 

free states 

 
got my bearings: got comfortable, 

learned my way around 
 
storm clouds gathering: 
trouble coming 
 
black belt: part of a state, city, or 
region with large African-American 
population 
 

hot headed: having a temper, 
easily angered 
 
broken new ground and cleared 
the path for the next generation: 
by your hard work, making things 
easier for younger people when 
they grow up



 


