
WARREN HILLS REGIONAL SCHOOLS: COURSE OF STUDY/CURRICULUM MAP 

Teacher: Course: 
MONTH CONTENT BENCHMARK SKILLS ASSESSMENT 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 

 
BASIC Elements 
of art 
LINE-SHAPE-
FORM 
 
 

 
1.2.2(d)(1,2,3,4) create works of art using the basic 
elements of color, line shape, form texture and space 
for a variety of subjects and basic media. 
 
 
 

 
 Students will 
work on 
developing graphic 
assignments that 
incorporate the 
basic elements of 
line, shape, and 
form.   
 
 
 

 
Rubrics and classroom 
discussions will be 
used to evaluate 
student work. Students 
will also critique their 
own work  
And that of their peers. 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 

BASIC 
ELEMENTS OF 
ART 
COLOR –
SPACE-
TEXTURE 

Cite basic visual art vocabulary used to describe 
works of art 
 
Present completed works of art in exhibition areas 
inside and outside the classroom. 

Students will work 
on developing 
projects that 
demonstrate 
creative use of 
these elements.  
Students will 
design as 
individuals as well 
as in cooperative 
teams. 

Rubrics and classroom 
objectives for each 
project will be posted 
to keep students 
striving to reach target 
objectives and goals 
such as due dates. 
 

NOVEMBER 

Principles of art-
rhythm and 
movement 
Balance 

1.2.8(d) #1,2,3,4 
Incorporate various art elements and principles in the 
creation of works of art. 
Explore various media, technologies, and processes in 
the production of two and three-dimensional art. 

Student will 
incorporate higher 
level thinking 
skills as they use 
the basic elements 
and knowledge 
gained in 

Rubrics and classroom 
objectives for each 
project will be posted 
to keep students 
striving to reach target 
objectives and goals.  
Long-range projects 



NOVEMBER Principles of art-
rhythm and 
movement 
Balance 

1.2.8(d) #1,2,3,4 
Incorporate various art elements and principles in the 
creation of works of art. 
Explore various media, technologies, and processes in 
the production of two and three-dimensional art. 

Student will 
incorporate higher 
level thinking 
skills as they use 
the basic elements 
and knowledge 
gained in 
September and 
October to create 
artistic projects 
that demonstrate 
understanding of 
the Principles of 
art. Projects in this 
month will focus 
with rhythm, 
movement, and 
balance.  

Rubrics and classroom 
objectives for each 
project will be posted 
to keep students 
striving to reach target 
objectives and goals.  
Long-range projects 
will have two or three 
rubrics to assess the 
various stages of the 
project. A preliminary 
sketch/idea –mid 
project target goals-
finished quality 

DECEMBER 

Principles of art-
proportion-
variety-emphasis-
harmony and unity 

1.3.6 (d) #2 describe a work of art that clearly 
illustrates a principle of design. 

Power points, 
research internet 
sources about 
content/topic area 
will lead our 
students to 
discover how 
artists use these 
principles to 
achieve desired  
 

  Power point quizzes 
can be developed along 
with rubrics that will 
assess knowledge and 
understanding of terms, 
artists, 
 Paintings, trends and 
movements.  Students 
can design lessons that 
become interactive 
with their peers. Games 
created cooperatively 
using internet and text 
sources will place 
students in the role of 
research and 
development of a 
product ---Students will 
be requested to use the 
knowledge gained by 
creating their product 
to help  
 



JANUARY 

Art history 1.1.12#3 determine how historical responses affect the 
evolution of various artistic styles, trends and 
movements in art from classicism to post modernism 

Students develop 
art projects that 
incorporate and 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the principles of 
art.  These 
benchmarks can be 
met cooperatively 
or independently. 

Them answer the 
questions of their peers 
about the principles of 
art.  Students may also 
be asked to develop an 
advertisement that 
incorporates the 
principles of art to 
achieve a desired goal. 

FEBRUARY 

This art 
experience repeats 
in marking period 
¾.  The order of  
Content delivered 
will remain as 
new classes begin 
this Middle 
School Art 
Experience 

All previous benchmarks will be applied to our current 
tasks as we search for knowledge of the art world past 
and present.  

Students will work 
independently and 
cooperatively to 
take there 
creativity to 
finished product. 
Bridging the 
curriculum and 
relating art to their 
world in a 
meaningful way 
will also make the 
tasks more fun. 

Projects may need to be 
changed and or 
adjusted due to the 
availability of materials 
 
 
. Rubrics for each 
project will be created 
and reviewed with the 
students so they 
understand the 
goals/expectations as 
well as how they will 
be evaluated on the 
task at hand. Daily 5-
minute reviews prior to 
the beginning of each 
class will refocus the 
goals established for 
that class period. Notes 
on the board will 
remain for the entire 
day so that students can 
refer back to them.  
Teacher will ask for 
concerns or areas of 
difficulty in the project. 
 A one-pager essay that 
will incorporate the use 
of the New Jersey Ask 



essay assessment 
system will be used in 
the evaluation process. 
The student’s essays 
that are in response to 
teacher-generated 
questions about the 
final product create a 
cross-curricular 
learning environment 
and support the 
Language Arts 
curriculum. 
 

MARCH 

March will present 
our students with 
new creative 
challenges that we 
hope to tap into 
school related 
cross-curricular 
learning activities. 

As we explore the past we hope to investigate through 
the use of technology and reference materials how the 
great artists of the past continue to shape and influence 
today’s art culture. We will come to know the ALL-
STARS of art and hope to understand how they 
incorporated the basic elements in awesome 
masterpieces. With this understanding we hope to be 
able to communicate our artistic ideas on a much 
higher-level maturity and skill. 

Skills can only be 
developed with 
time, focus, desire 
for excellence, and 
a true desire for 
learning. 
We hope to 
promote these 
values in each 
student as we 
stress the 
importance of 
presenting quality 
work. 
As the instructor I 
differentiate the 
instruction on 
many different 
levels that tap into 
the abilities and 
interests of my 
students. To adapt 
each lesson and 
meet these 
expectations is a 
never-ending 

 My one pager will 
become a standard of 
every art activity that 
we have.  Students that 
have special needs can 
verbally communicate 
their ideas to their 
classroom aide or 
myself. These 
introspective essays 
will engage our 
students to use their 
writing skills to explain 
their artistic choices.  
Students may also 
express their 
satisfaction or not 
about the final product. 



process.  New 
projects that 
continue to jump 
in front of me push 
me to my creative 
levels as my 
students  (ready or 
not) here me out. I 
need to sell the 
idea to them.  
Students need to 
become divergent 
and independent 
thinkers in many 
respects. 
 My students must 
become great 
problem solvers 
and risk takers if 
they wish to 
achieve pleasing 
results. 
 Students realize 
that setting short-
term goals and 
reaching them 
regularly will help 
them achieve the 
success they are 
seeking. Students 
will realize that 
failure is only a 
part of the creative 
process and 
through the 
failures is where 
we find our 
success. 



APRIL 

Content on 
sculpture on a 
large scale. 
Students will be 
divided into two 
working teams. 
There ARE TWO 
PRIMARY tasks 
to connect with 
,yet only time to 
develop one with 
much success. 
Students will 
divide and 
conquer both tasks 
at the same time. 
As students 
develop their 
power points on 
the various art 
movements we 
will also tackle the 
creation of a huge 
Pirate ship. The 
CAPA committee 
had suggested that 
our Middle School 
hold a pre- 
NJ.ASK pep rally.  
This pep rally 
would be used for 
giving the students 
beneficial test 
taking tips as well 
as encouragement 
to do their best. 
The massive 
project would take 
about 3-4 weeks 
to complete and 

The  benchmark will be the evaluation of power point 
on the Western art Movements. Student will present 
their finished 12-15 slide power points to the class. 
The assessment rubrics will be in front of each team. 
Each team will evaluate each slide and determine the 
appropriate score for the project.Individual grades will 
be determined based on the work rate and effort of  
each student. 

The primary skills 
that our students 
will develop and 
refine are life 
skills and work 
place readiness 
skills. In both tasks 
our students are 
expected to treat 
each other with 
respect and to 
achieve daily short  
term goals. 
Working under 
pressure and 
hitting established 
deadlines are 
important skills to 
have.  Students 
should learn to 
take on leadership 
rolls and be able to 
share their ideas 
with others. 

The assessment for the 
pirate ship is rather 
simple.  A captain is in 
charge of the clip board 
and each mate is give a 
task for the class 
period. The tasks will 
change each day and so 
will the captain. 
Students will be 
awarded a maximum of 
4 points per day for 
staying on and 
completing tasks with 
quality assigned to 
them. Each two period 
that goes by the points 
will be tallied and a 
score will be assigned.   
  Students working on 
the power points will 
assess scores for each 
other determined on 
their daily participation 
on the development of 
the power points Each 
team was assigned at 
least one team member 
that was proficient in 
power point.  This is a 
wonderful use of cross-
curricular and 
technology based 
learning. Points 
assigned are reviewed 
.by me and if there are 
concerns that is where 
they will be settled.    



test our students 
on many levels. 

MAY 

Principles of art 
will be our 
primary focus. 
What are they and 
why are they 
important are a 
few of the 
questions we will 
seek to answer. 

Student will review various works of art that 
incorporate the aspects of 
BALANCE,MOVEMENT,REPETITION,EMPHASIS 
CONTRAST,UNITY,  
Students will be required to create a small rough 
sketch that displays a working knowledge of the 
various principles. Students will strive to hit 
quidelines for each sketch as on the rubric provided.  
Upon the two week design phase the students will be 
able to determine between the principles.   

Skills that will be 
mastered should be 
focus and attention 
to detail. Students 
should become 
aware of time 
management and 
complete each 
rough in a 
reasonable amount 
of time. 

Students will be 
required to create a 
finished sketch that 
incorporates two 
principles into one 
design. Students will 
design with a purpose 
and be able to 
communicate 
effectively their 
knowledge and power 
of choice.  Final design 
will be assessed on a 
predetermined rubric 
that students are 
familiar with. 

JUNE 

Art and 
EMOTION will 
be on stage 
together as our 
students tap into 
how artist display 
their emotions 
through their 
work. 

This benchmark is rather difficult to control and 
package up in a tight container if you will. We will 
look back at the art all-stars we met and see how they 
set a mood ,rhythm and passion.  We have been asked 
to combine our talents with the awesome band at the 
Middle School and we were to use our multiple 
intelligence and creative abilities to create art work to 
go along with the music that our band would play. The 
original music was Russian and it was called Music At 
The Exhibition.  This project is both scary and 
interesting at the same time 

Students were 
asked to listen to 
the piece of 
classical music and 
close their eyes 
and let the music 
take them where it 
wanted to. 
Students attempted 
to see in their 
“MINDS EYE” 
the story that was 
unfolding. Several 
rough sketches of 
their ideas helped 
to refine their  
Vision.visio   

Students had the 
opportunity to use 
computer generated 
work as well as create 
sculpture to complete 
the task.  Students were 
provide with a rubric 
that would assess fairly 
their efforts and 
quality. Upon 
completion our band 
director selected  about 
30 pieces that were 
used as a video to be 
presented to the 
audience as the band 
played their spring 



 
 

concert. VERY 
COOL!! 


