
SEVENTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY AND WORLD CULTURES

This seventh grade  course draws from four categories of study: geography, 
economics, world history, and social studies. The focus of the course is to 
understand the relationship between people and their environment and the 
effect  culture and geography have on the history, politics, wealth and well 
being of the world.  

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES

Global Movement

Students will examine reasons for global movement  of people around the 
world and apply this knowledge to the formation of the present day 
populations  in North and South America. They will become familiar with 
their own family’s migration story.

6.1.8.A.2 Use critical thinking skills to interpret events, recognize bias, point 
of view and context.
6.1.8.A 5 Examine current issues, events ot themes and relate them to past 
events.

6.6.8D.6 Compare and contrast past and present patterns of migration.
6.6.8.A Distinguish among types of maps and projections

Many Worlds Meet

Students will examine the North and South American story as the impact of 
three cultures coming together: European, Indigenous and African. Students 
will examine the history from different points of view including the point of 
view of indigenous people of the Americas and the impact on North an South 
American culture of the forced migration of Africans in the transatlantic slave 
trade.

6.1.A1 Organize events in a timeline
6.1.4.A.5 Distinguish between eyewitness accounts and secondary accounts 
of an event.
6.1.A.8 Compare and contrast competing interpretations of events.

6.4.8.C.7  Analyze interactions of the peoples of the America's including the     
      transatlantic slave trade.

6.4.8.C.8  Examine how Africans retained humanity, family and culture during 
      enslavement.

6.1.8.A.5   Examine current issues or themes and relate them to past events.
6.1.8.A.10 Distinguish fact from fiction by comparing sources about figures 



      and events,with fictionalized characters and events.

6.4.8.D.5  Identify factors that account for the establisment of slavery in the 
AMericas.

Environment and Culture

In this unit students explore the connection between people and the 
environment in the creation of the world’s many cultures.  This unit explores 
climate and biomes and examines the unique environmental challenges for 
the cultures in Africa as people work to make a living and preserve their  
traditional values and identity.

6.6.8.C.4 How the community and the environment function as an 
      ecosystem.

6.6.8.C.5 How the environment effects life.
6.6.8.B.1 Compare and contrast the physical and human characteristics of 

     places.
6.6.8.C1 Describe the characteristics of major ecosystems.
6.6.8.E.2 Analyze the impact of human activity on the environment  and how 

     humans have attempted to solve the environmental problems 
     through adaptation, modification or change.

6.5.8.B.1 How meeting needs and wants impacts the environment and 
     economic growth.

6.6.8.E.4 Compare and contraast various ecosystems and describe their 
     interrelationships and interdependence.

6.6.8.E.5. Describe the world, national amd local patterns of resource 
     distribution and use and discuss the social and politial impact.

6.

The Middle East

Southwest Asia was the birthplace of Christianity, Judaism and Islam.
Today's conflicts in North Africa and Southwest Asia have roots in the 
history and religion  of the region.  Regional conflicts affect the security and 
well being of people around the world.  Oil resources  are a powerful 
influence on the regions’ economics and religion, especially  Islam, is a 
powerful influence on it’s culture.  These forces together influence the 
historical and current events in the Middle East.

Students will learn the names and locations of the countries identified as 
North Africa and the Middle East, understand the basic elements of the 
three religions and the events leading to the current world politics. they will 
develop an appreciation for Middle Eastern culture and understand the 
impact fundamentalism has had on the world of Islam and the world at large.



6.3.8 C. 2
Discuss the spread of Islam in Southwest Asia, the Mediterranean region, 
and Northern Africa and the Islamic ideas and practices on other cultures 
and social behavior, including:

The origin and development of Islamic Law
The significance of the Qur'an and the five pillars of Islam
The diverse religious, cultural and geographic factors that influence the 
ability of the Muslim government to rule.
The split of the Sunni and Shi'ite factions
The importance of Muslim civilization in mediating long distance 
commercial,cultural,intellectual and food crop exchange across Eurasia 
and parts of Africa.

6.1.8.A.1
Students will be able to examine current events, issues and themes and 
relate them to past events, explain the important concepts of the world’s 
religions, and understand  how these topics influence world current events.

6.1.8.A.11
Students will be able to summarize information in written , graphic and oral 
formats.

The Material World

In this unit we will examine the the differences in the standard of living  of 
people throughout the world and the reasons for these differences.  We will 
be learning about   concepts of economics   including what makes one 
country have a developed economy and what causes another country’s 
economy  to be undeveloped.  We will examine factors influencing a country’s 
wealth such as natural resources, climate, environment, arable land, good 
governance, population  and colonial history.

6.5.8.A.5 How can countries improve how well their citizens are living?
6.5.8.A.6 How am I connected to the world’s earth and poverty?
6.5.8.B.1 What happens to the environment as the world’s growing population 
works to meet their needs and wants?
6.5.4.A.7  What do people need to live well?
6.5.8.A.1 What is the difference between needs and wants?
6.5.8B.3 Why are some countries wealthy and some countries poor?



Globalization and Population

In this unit students will examine how activity in one part of the world 
impacts another part, why people engage in conflict, how the allocation of 
resources impacts the quality of life, the environmental impact of  human 
activity how human sufferage and universal human rights influence the 
standard of living and how developing economies won’t agree to 
environmental acords until they have their share of the economic pie            

6.6.8.D.3 Compare and contrast ggeographic reasons fro world trade.

 6.6.8.D.4  Analyze the patterns of settlement in different urban regeions of 
the world.
6.6.8.D.5 Discuss why people cooperate but also negage in conflict to control 
the earth’s surface.
6.6.8.D.7  Explain and identify ezxamples of global interdependence.
6.6.8.E.1  Discuss the envirnmental impact of industrializing societies.
6.6.8.E.2  Analyze the impact of various human activities  and social policies 
on the earth.

EVALUATIVE CRITERIA

The types of graded activities include:

Maps

Written Assignments
reports
journal entries
essays

Projects;
building models
collages
oral reports
drawings
presentations
exhibits



Homework
textbook reading and writing
atlas work

Class work
group work assignments
individual assignments
textbook and atlas work

Tests and Quizzes
Quarterly Benchmarks
Unit Tests
Section Quizzes
Vocabulary quizzes
Map tests and Quizzes

When absent, students have the same number of days they were absent to 
make up the work.  If a student is absent on the due date of a project or test, 
the student is expected to take the test or hand in the project on the day 

they return to school. They can receive extra help before and after school.


