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REVIEWING VOCABULARY, TERMS, AND PLACES
Use the clues provided to fill in the crossword puzzle below.

BIG IDEAS
 1. Mexico is a large country with different natural environments in its northern, 

central, and southern regions.

 2. Native American cultures and Spanish colonization shaped Mexican history 
and culture.

 3. Mexico has four culture regions that all play a part in the country’s 
government and economy.

Mexico Chapter Review

Across

 4. Mexican name for the Rio Grande

 5. the capital of Mexico

 6. U.S. and other foreign-owned 
factories in Mexico

 9. farms or ranch land granted to select 
people during colonial times

 10. a hot, dry peninsula in Mexico

 11. many territories and peoples under 
one ruler

 12. a narrow piece of land surrounded 
on three sides by water

Down

 1. a type of pollution in present-day 
Mexico City

 2. church outposts in colonial Mexico

 3. Mexico’s “mother range”

 7. a rise in prices that happens when 
currency loses its buying power

 8. people of mixed Indian and 
European ancestry
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Mexico, continued Chapter Review

COMPREHENSION AND CRITICAL THINKING
Read each sentence below and fill in the blank with the best choice from 
the pair provided.

 1. Mexico’s main natural resources include scenic landscapes, silver, gold, and 

. (petroleum/diamonds)

 2. A high, rugged region called the  covers most of 
Mexico. (Yucatán Peninsula/Mexican Plateau)

 3. Mexico won independence from  in 1821. 
(the United States/Spain)

REVIEWING THEMES
In the space provided, explain how each term relates to the theme listed 
below.

 Theme: human-environment interaction

 1. slash-and-burn agriculture ____________________________________________

 2. smog  _____________________________________________________________

REVIEW ACTIVITY: TRAVEL POSTER
On a separate sheet of paper or poster board, create a travel poster 
for Mexico. Begin by drawing a large map of the country. Label key 
geographical features. Then add pictures with labels to describe 
Mexico’s history and culture, and to show what life is like in Mexico 
today. Use the ideas below to help you decide what to include. Your 
pictures may be from newspapers, magazines, or other sources your 
teacher approves.

Mexican Plateau Baja California Aztecs maquiladoras

Yucatán Peninsula Río Bravo missions cash crops

Mexico City Gulf of Mexico haciendas ancient ruins 
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