
Characteristic	   Examples from Beowulf	  

A Noble Birth 

- “In his far-off home Beowulf, Higlac’s follower and the strongest of the Geats – greater and stronger 
than anyone anywhere in this world…” (109-111) 
- “My father was a famous soldier, known far and wide as a leader of men. His name was Edegtho. His life 
lasted many winters; wise men all over the earth surely remember him still.” (174-179) 
- “…and the Geats’ proud prince was ready to leap on her.” (512-513) 

Capable of 
Deeds of Great 
Strength and 
Courage 

- “…the strongest of the Geats – greater and stronger than anyone anywhere in this world…” (110-111) 
- “Nor have I ever seen, out of all the men on earth, one greater than has come with you…” (161-163) 
- “They have seen my strength for themselves, have watched me rise from the darkness of war, dripping 
with my enemies’ blood. I drove five great giants into chains, chased all of that race from the earth. I swam 
in the blackness of night, hunting monsters out of the ocean, and killing them one by one…” (246-253) 
“…that this one favor you should not refuse me – that I, alone and with the help of my men, may purge all evil 
from this hall. I have heard, too, that the monster’s scorn of men is so great that he needs no weapons and 
fears non. Nor will I.” (259-264) 
“…my hands alone shall fight for me, struggle for life against the monster.” (267-269) 
“…and was instantly seized himself, claws bent back as Beowulf leaned up on one arm. That shepherd of evil, 
guardian of crime, knew at once that nowhere on earth had he met a man whose hands were harder; his mind 
was flooded with fear – but nothing could take his talons and himself from that tight hard grip.” (323-330) 
“…caught in the arms of him who of all men on earth was strongest.” (363-365) 
“He twisted in pain, and the bleeding sinews deep in his shoulder snapped, muscle and bone split and broke.” 
(389-392) 
“If weapons were useless he’d use his hands, the strength in his fingers.” (506-507) 
“…strong and blessed with their magic, the best of all weapons but so massive that no ordinary man could lift 
its carved and decorated length. He drew it from its scabbard, broke the chain on its hilt, and then, savage, 
now, angry and desperate, lifted it high over his head…” (531-537) 
“…covered with glory for the daring battles he had fought…” (616-617) 
“I’ve never known fear, as a youth I fought in endless battles.” (624-625) 
“No one else could do what I mean to, here, no man but me could hope to defeat this monster.” (644-646) 
“Then Beowulf rose, still brave, still strong, and with his shield at his side, and a mail shirt on his breast, strode 
calmly, confidently, toward the tower, under the rocky cliffs: no coward could have walked there!” (650-
653) 
“The Geats’ great prince stood firm, unmoving, prepared behind his high shield, waiting in his shining armor.” 
(677-680) 

Great Warrior 

- “They have seen my strength for themselves, have watched me rise from the darkness of war, dripping 
with my enemies’ blood. I drove five great giants into chains, chased all of that race from the earth. I swam 
in the blackness of night, hunting monsters out of the ocean, and killing them one by one…” (246-253) 
“…covered with glory for the daring battles he had fought…” (616-617) 
“I’ve never known fear, as a youth I fought in endless battles.” (624-625) 
“My lord Higlac might think less of me if I let my sword go where my feet were afraid to, if I hid behind 
some broad linden shield: my hands alone shall fight for me, struggle for life against the monster.” (264-269) 
“That mighty protector of men meant to hold the monster till its life leaped out…” (365-367) 
“The battle was over, Beowulf had been granted new glory…” (392-393) 
“…strong and blessed with their magic, the best of all weapons but so massive that no ordinary man could lift 
its carved and decorated length. He drew it from its scabbard, broke the chain on its hilt, and then, savage, 
now, angry and desperate, lifted it high over his head and struck with all the strength he had left, caught her 
in the neck and cut it through, broke bones and all.” (531-540) 
“…the water was calm and clean, the whole huge lake peaceful once the demons who’d lived in it were dead. 
Then that noble protector of all seamen swam to land, rejoicing in the heavy burdens he was bringing with 
him.” (593-597) 
“…praising him for heroic deeds, for a life as noble as his name.” (860-861) 

Travels Over a 
Vast Setting 

“…would sail across the sea to Hrothgar, now when help was needed.” (115-116) 
“…he knew the sea, would point the prow straight to that Danish shore.” (123-124) 
“Then they sailed, set their ship out on the waves, under the cliffs.” (125-126) 
“Whose soldiers are you, you who’ve been carried in your deep-keeled ship across the sea-road to this 
country of mine?” (151-153) 
“He who had come to them from across the sea…” (399) 

	  


